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Funding 
cutbacks 
for needy 
children 
slammed 


BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

WESTMINSTER City Council 
has come under fire for making 
£1.38 million cuts in its Early 
Help programme for vulnerable 
children - with critics blasting the 
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cuts as “cruel” and calling for 
savings in the council’s £2 mil- 
lion-a-year PR department in¬ 
stead. 

The Conservative-led council last 
week agreed to slash spending on early 
intervention as child experts warned 
that cash cuts could mean that more 

_ children could be taken 

into care, excluded from 
school, develop mental 

TURN TO PAGE 3 



■ WE WILL REMEMBER: A sea of red remembrance will meet The 
Queen when she attends this year's Chelsea Flower Show as it marks 
Her Majesty's 90th birthday with one of the most spectacular 
exhibits in its history. The centrepiece of the show at the Royal 
Chelsea Hospital will be a magnificent display of tens of thousands 
of red poppies SEE PAGE 12 
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Cost of pollution 

AN important study by the Royal College of 
Physicians estimates the huge cost of air 
pollution on public health and business at 
over £20billion a year. 

Outdoor air pollution, which is the cause of 
the 40,000 recorded deaths in the UK, has 
changed considerably in nature over the last 
60 years. 
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Threat to theatre 

FOR almost 50 years its storied boards have 
nurtured the performing talents of thousands of 
students - and played host to some of the biggest 
names in showbusiness. But now the curtain is set 
to fall on the University College London's legendary 
Bloomsbury Theatre for good - signalling the loss of 
yet another grassroots West End venue. 
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Competition’s king 

BASED on the outcome of 
last week's Ofcom report, 
unless you're BT, everyone 
in business should love a 
bit of competition, writes 
Charlie Mullins. Ofcom's 
report, which instructed BT 
to open up its Openreach 
broadband network to rival 
operators, is a direct 
consequence of what can 
happen when you are the 
only player on the pitch. 
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Bid for success in regeneration game 


T HE Mayor of London Boris 
Johnson has achieved a target to 
support 50 business improve¬ 
ment districts which have contributed 
more than £25 million to regenerate 
town centres and industrial sites 
across the capital. 

Since 2012, in excess of 60,000 
firms in London have clubbed to¬ 
gether to invest millions in business 
improvement districts (BIDs), which 
give local businesses a vote to collec¬ 
tively contribute to improve services, 
boost trading conditions and enhance 
their towns and public areas. 

Local businesses sit on the board of 
each BID and decide where to allocate 
funding, which includes measures 
such as improving pedestrian routes 
and cycle paths, business support, lob¬ 
bying and security staff to protect 
shops and restaurants. 

The mayor strongly supports BIDs 
and their role in the place shaping of 
town centres and industrial centres 
and made a commitment to support 
the creation of 50 improvement dis¬ 
tricts across the capital before May. 
City Hall convenes regular network 
meetings, showcasing BID work, to 
support businesses and encourages 
them to bid for resources from the 
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MAYOR'S 

OFFICE 


likes of Transport for London and the 
Mayor’s High Street Fund. 

He also signed off £660,000 of 
funding from the London Enterprise 
Panel, which was allocated to 12 
BIDs. 

Research commissioned by the 
mayor at the end of last year across 36 
successful BIDs in London, revealed 
the number of firms in BID areas in¬ 
creased by 89 per cent from 32,250 in 
2012 to 60,980 in 2014, while the 
number of people employed has risen 
from just under 500,000 to 905,250 


employed by some 61,000 firms of all 
shapes and sizes spanning right across 
the city. 

Mr Johnson said: “It is clear to see 
that business improvement districts 
provide a stronger voice for firms to 
support the changes they want in their 
town centres and that is why I made it 
a manifesto commitment to ensure 50 
new ones sprouted up across the city 
during this term. 

“BIDs have played a key part in the 
regeneration of town centres and in¬ 
dustrial estates and they continue to 
boost growth and help drive London’s 
economy.” 

The mayor achieved a manifesto 
pledge when Euston, which is looking 
to maximise the regeneration potential 
of the area and take advantage of fu¬ 
ture transport projects such as Cross¬ 
rail and HS2, became the 50th BID in 
the capital last week. 

Simon Pitkeathley, chief executive 
of Camden Town Unlimited, said: 
“The growth of BIDs in London, from 
humble beginnings some 10 years 
ago, to this symbolic figure of 50, is a 
really interesting shift in the landscape 
of how London operates and is gov¬ 
erned. It would not have been possible 
without the support of the mayor of 


London and it will be really interest¬ 
ing to see how things play out in the 
coming years.” 

Helen Clark-Bell of the Love Wim¬ 
bledon BID, which consists of 420 
businesses in the area, said: “Love 
Wimbledon are delighted that busi¬ 
ness improvement districts are grow¬ 
ing in number and starting to reach a 
critical mass. BIDs are such a power¬ 
ful tool for revitalising areas and par¬ 
ticularly with local authority budget 
cuts and the changing nature of retail, 
having a positive impetus to bring dy¬ 
namic events and activities along with 
business focussed projects into the 
town are very welcome additions to 
the local economy.” 


■ The London Enterprise Panel 
(LEP) is the local enterprise partner¬ 
ship for London. Chaired by the 
mayor, the LEP is the body through 
which the mayoralty works with Lon¬ 
don’s boroughs, business and Trans¬ 
port for London to take a strategic 
view of the regeneration, employment 
and skills agenda for London. The 
LEP is responsible for overseeing the 
allocation of over £400million of 
funding to drive jobs and growth in 
the capital and provides strategic 
oversight of London’s €1.5 billion Eu¬ 
ropean Structural & Investment Funds 
programme. 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 


Council under fire over cutbacks 


FROM PAGE 1 

health problems and be put at 
risk of becoming criminals. 

The cuts came as Westmin¬ 
ster Council struggles to make 
savings following a £33 mil¬ 
lion reduction in its grant from 
the Government and at a time 
when children’s charities fear 
that predicted further cuts in 
early intervention services will 
be “devastating” for families 
whose problems could now 
“spiral out of control”. 

Tory councillors voted 
through the Early Help cuts de¬ 
spite a report from the Action 
For Children charity which 
warns that Government fund¬ 
ing for early intervention serv¬ 
ices in Westminster is expected 
to plunge by 73 per cent in 
coming years, from £15.5 mil¬ 
lion in 2010 to £4.2 million in 
2020. 

Shelagh Frankcom, opera¬ 
tional director at Action for 
Children, said: “Governments 
have hacked away at the 
budget for early help, and we 
are set to see further reduc¬ 
tions, which is simply short¬ 
sighted. Intervening when a 
crisis occurs instead of work¬ 
ing at an early stage to prevent 
it from happening, has a devas¬ 
tating cost both in social and fi¬ 
nancial terms.” 


The charity says cuts will af¬ 
fect children’s centres, teenage 
pregnancy support, short 
breaks for disabled children, 
information and advice for 
young people with problems 
and family support services 

“Cuts in funding will leave 
children and families without 
the early support that often 
stops their problems spiralling 
out of control,” said the charity. 

Carey Oppenheim, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of the Early Interven¬ 
tion Foundation, said the 
Government spent nationally 
almost £17 billion a year fixing 
social problems affecting chil¬ 
dren and young people. 

“It is vital that we stop them 
happening in the first place. 
Government needs to recognise 
that investing in early interven¬ 
tion will not only improve the 
lives of families and children, 
but will help them balance the 
nation’s books.’ 

She added: “Investing in ef¬ 
fective and timely early inter¬ 
vention must never become a 
luxury. The human cost, an¬ 
guish and wasted potential of 
failing to intervene early can 
last a lifetime and into the next 
generation. 

“If families and children are 
supported earlier, fewer chil¬ 
dren will need to be taken into 
care, be excluded from school, 


develop mental health prob¬ 
lems or commit crimes. More 
will nurture the skills they need 
to cope with life’s challenges 
and fulfil their potential.” 

The Westminster council 
cuts are fiercely opposed by 
Labour councillors, who are 
warning of grim times ahead 
for vulnerable children and 
families. 

“Despite years of cutting 
services under the last Conser¬ 
vative-led coalition Govern¬ 
ment, the worst is still to come. 
Over the coming three years 
Westminster is having to pre¬ 
pare for a staggering £117 mil¬ 
lion in cuts through to 
2018/19,” said a spokesman for 
the Labour Westminster Group. 

“Tory plans for this year will 
see the closure of council 
funded play service places, 
massive cuts to children’s cen¬ 
tres and the beginning of the 
end for council supported 
youth clubs.” 

It is understood that chil¬ 
dren’s centres in Fitzrovia, 
Soho and Marsham Street are 
now most under threat of clo¬ 
sure. 

Concern is also growing 
over the future of Westmin¬ 
ster’s youth club network, 
which is only being offered 
£100,000 per year in council 
funding for the next two years. 


Experts reveal true 
cost of air pollution 


AN IMPORTANT study by the 
Royal College of Physicians es¬ 
timates the huge cost of air pol¬ 
lution on public health and 
business at over £20billion a 
year. 

Outdoor air pollution, which 
is the cause of the 40,000 
recorded deaths in the UK, has 
changed considerably in na¬ 
ture over the second half of the 
20th century and early 21st 
century. 

While visible particulate mat¬ 
ter from burning coal has de¬ 
clined enormously, carcinogenic 
irritants in from diesel exhausts 
have increased exponentially. 

Around half the vehicles on 
the road in the UK now run on 
diesel, according to Sustrans. 
And by 2012 there was 10 times 
more traffic than in 1949. 

Professor Stephen Holgate, 
an asthma expert at Southamp¬ 
ton University and the chairman 
of the reporting group, warned 
that we are not taking the prob¬ 
lem seriously enough. He told 
London Loves Business website: 
“We all have a part to play to cut 
environmental pollution. We 
can’t see it, smell it or taste it, 
which is why people do not nec¬ 
essarily think we have a prob¬ 
lem. When you see cars piling 
up on the way to school taking 
their children, the fumes directly 


CLEAN AIR 
CAMPAIGN 


from 

the vehicle in front are being 
vented straight into the car be¬ 
hind, and exposing their child - 
and yet we are ignoring this,” he 
added. 

Leading business organisa¬ 
tions have warned that air pollu¬ 
tion is a challenge and that 
unchecked, could make London 
less competitive. 

The report also warned of the 
largely unrecognised problem of 
indoor air pollution, which kills 
an estimated figure of 99,000 
people across all of Europe each 
year. The main culprits for in¬ 
door pollution related fatalities 
include smoking, faulty boilers, 
gas cookers and heaters, along 
with irritant chemicals from air 
fresheners and household clean¬ 
ing products. 

In addition house-dust mites, 
mould and dander from pets can 


also cause respiratory prob¬ 
lems. 

A CBI spokesperson told 
London Loves Business web¬ 
site: “Air pollution is a serious 
issue for cities across the 
globe. Managing our environ¬ 
mental impact, reducing our 
emissions and tackling air pol¬ 
lution, is a challenge for all of 
us - government, business and 
individuals. We need to make 
sure London remains competi¬ 
tive and an attractive place to 
live, work and do business.” 

An FSB spokesperson said: 
“Air pollution is a matter of 
great concern for small firms, 
particularly in London where the 
levels in certain parts of central 
London are at worrying high 
levels. The FSB is a long stand¬ 
ing member of the mayoral 
backed London Healthy Work¬ 
place Charter Initiative to en¬ 
courage more small firms 
accredited for promoting healthy 
workplaces. 

FSB London members are 
also keen for root and branch re¬ 
form of the Congestion Charge 
and Low Emissions Zone to 
fully recognise the impact of 
harmful vehicles, as 35 per cent 
of FSB members feel that the 
amounts charged should be 
higher for environmentally ‘less 
friendly’ vehicles.” 


Councillor Adam Hug, 
Leader of the Westminster 
Labour Group said: “The mas¬ 
sive cuts to council finances 
that Westminster now faces, 
are the result of Conservative 
Government policies for which 
Westminster Tory councillors 
have been amongst the most 
vocal cheerleaders. 

“These cruel cuts will hit 
those most in need the hardest 
and remove vital services our 
residents rely on.” 

Labour councillors keen to 
save early intervention services 
have proposed an expansive 
programme of alternative sav¬ 
ings, which includes slashing 
back on the council’s PR and 
self-promotion departments. 

Labour councillors have 
identified savings of £200,000 
which could be made in West¬ 
minster’s Communications Di¬ 
rectorate, which was last year 
slammed by former Labour 
Leader, Councillor Paul Di- 
moldenberg, as “the bloated £2 
million-a-year public relations 
department.” 

The Labour Group says fur¬ 
ther savings could be found by 
scrapping the Westminster Re¬ 
porter , the council’s house 
magazine, which costs 
£207,000 to publish its four 
editions a year and yet brings 
in only £35,000-£40,000 in ad¬ 


vertising. 

Despite criticisms, Westmin¬ 
ster City Council is putting a 
brave face on its new budget, 
which will include a tiny rise in 
Council Tax. 

A council spokesman said: 
“Westminster needs to find 
over £100 million in savings 
over the next three years, on 
top of £90 million delivered 
over the past three years. 

“Continuing reductions in 
Government funding, changes 
in national legislation and in¬ 
creasing demands on services 
have led to on-going pressures 
on the council’s finances. 

“Most of these savings have 
been achieved through exten¬ 
sive efficiency programmes, 
continuously examining every 
way of reducing costs and, 
when appropriate, increasing 
income. 

“Westminster’s Council Tax 
is the lowest in the country and 
has been the same for nine 
years. If it had been raised each 
year just to keep in line with in¬ 
flation, the average band D res¬ 
ident would now be paying £90 
more. 

“Therefore, a modest in¬ 
crease has been agreed by 
Council for 2016/17 of just 
£15.07 extra a year for a Band 
D resident, equivalent to 29p 
per week. 


“While Westminster’s Band 
D will be £392.81 per resident, 
the council will be spending 
over £760 per resident on 
Adults and Children’s Services 
alone - almost twice as much 
as Westminster receives from 
the whole of the Council Tax. 

“Despite the financial chal¬ 
lenges, the Cabinet outlined 
how the budget for 2016/17 
also sets out how £815 million 
will be spent on council serv¬ 
ices in the next financial year 
to deliver the vision of a city 
for all.” 

Cllr Tim Mitchell, Cabinet 
Member for Finance and Cor¬ 
porate Services, said: “We’re 
always focused on offering our 
residents value for money. We 
have deliberately kept Council 
Tax low for nine years. 

“We chose to do this because 
we wanted to help the economy 
and local residents during dif¬ 
ficult times as the country has 
been tackling the deficit. 

“As we now see a stronger 
economy, like many other 
councils, we feel the time is 
right to look at a very modest 
increase in Council Tax, which 
is already the lowest around. 
We feel this is right to make 
sure we can ensure the city's 
continued success and offer the 
right support for the most vul¬ 
nerable.” 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER AND PIMLICO 


Students battle to 
save their theatre 


FOR almost 50 years its storied 
boards have nurtured the per¬ 
forming talents of thousands of 
students - and played host to 
some of the biggest names in 
showbusiness, writes Patrick 
Maguire. 

But now the curtain is set to 
fall on the University College 
London’s legendary Blooms¬ 
bury Theatre for good - sig¬ 
nalling the loss of yet another 
grassroots West End venue. Uni¬ 
versity chiefs have confirmed 
that they plan to replace the the¬ 
atre with teaching space - de¬ 
spite plans for the venue to be 
renovated this year. 

Now the institution is facing 
a backlash from its undergradu¬ 
ates and alumni, who are threat¬ 
ening to withhold donations and 
endowments until the Blooms¬ 
bury is reopened “in the same or 
improved capacity as before its 
closure”. 

They accuse UCL, which is 
already facing a rent strike from 
over 500 students in several of 
its halls of residence, of “harm¬ 
ing the performing arts in a bid 
to maximise the profit made on 
its real estate in Bloomsbury”. 

Student performers - who use 
the theatre for performances 12 
weeks in every year - had al¬ 


ready endured several months of 
logistical nightmares after uni¬ 
versity chiefs announced last 
year that the 547-seat venue 
would shut from January to May 
this year for refurbishment. 

Both student and professional 
shows were forced to organise 
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■ THREAT: The Bloomsbury 
Theatre 

expensive alternative venues at 
short notice or even cancel com¬ 
pletely. 

UCL’s annual Ancient Greek 
play - a blue riband event in the 
capital’s cultural calendar since 
1987 and a rite of passage for 
thousands of school pupils - was 
this year forced to downsize and 
relocate to a lecture theatre at the 
nearby Institute of Education. 

In June, planned refurbish¬ 
ment works were found to have 
impacted on asbestos - forcing 
the early closure of the theatre, 
opened in 1968, and the cancel¬ 
lation of a further four university 


productions. 

Hopes that the theatre would 
reopen on time have since been 
dashed by this month’s an¬ 
nouncement that UCL are to 
wait until 2018 “at the earliest” 
before reopening the venue. 

The controversial move - 
which has attracted harsh criti¬ 
cism and a 1,000-strong petition 
demanding UCL organise alter¬ 
native venues for members of its 
vibrant arts community - will 
deprive many students of their 
on-campus theatre for the dura¬ 
tion of their undergraduate de¬ 
grees. 

Aspiring thespians enrolled at 
the institution - consistently 
ranked among the best in 
world - had lost their students’ 
union-run Garage Theatre, 
which was replaced by manage¬ 
ment with an electricity substa¬ 
tion for the Bartlett School of 
Architecture. 

Over 500 people have joined 
the Bring Back the Bloomsbury 
campaign group, which planned 
to march on UCL’s Gower Street 
campus yesterday, Monday, 
March 7. 

In a statement, UCL said the 
length of the closure had been 
“difficult to predict... given the 
complexity of the work needed 
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to make the site fit for purpose”. 

Its Public and Cultural En¬ 
gagement Director Simon Kane 
told students that the it was pos¬ 
sible that the theatre space could 
be altered to better suit UCL’s 
needs as part of an “options ap¬ 
praisal”. 

Students’ worst fears were 
then confirmed when Mr Kane 
told a staff-student consultation 
that the college intends to re¬ 
place the venue with teaching 
facilities. 

The land-grab comes despite 
UCL ploughing £240 million 
into a new campus at Stratford’s 
Olympic Park, which is slated to 
open in 2018. 

Campaigners - who last 
month staged a mock funeral 
procession from the mothballed 
venue to the office of UCL Pres¬ 
ident and Provost Michael 
Arthur - are now demanding 
that management reconsider 
their decision or provide a like- 
for-like replacement. 

Since Professor Arthur took 
the reins at UCL in 2013, sev¬ 
eral spaces previously available 
to students have been taken over 
and replaced with outsourced 
cafes. 

The consortium of student 
arts societies behind the protest 
to UCL have accused the univer¬ 
sity of withholding the real rea¬ 
sons for the theatre’s closure. 

Their online petition reads: 
“We are concerned at the 
prospect of not having access to 
a large professional-standard 
venue for such a long time. 

“The Bloomsbury is unlike 
any other West End venue in 
that it books performances for 
short-term engagements, rather 
than block bookings taking up 
months and months. Other Lon¬ 
don theatres take bookings up to 
years in advance; time UCLU 
arts societies do not have in this 
case.” 

Signatories have blasted 
UCL - which has recently bal¬ 
looned in size to 38,000 students 
after a merger with the nearby 
Institute of Education and has 
pursued controversial corporate 
partnerships with arms outfit 
BAE and mining firm BHP Bil¬ 
liton - as a “degree factory” 
with no regard for the wishes of 
its community. 

One alumnus, Luke Blackett, 
wrote that the Bloomsbury’s 
closure and “the longstanding 
lack of support for student arts 
are attacks that will leave UCLa 
poorer institution”. 

He added: “I worry that if this 
trend continues we will never 
again see another Ricky Ger- 
vais, Jonathan Ross, Coldplay, 
Christopher Nolan, or Emma 
Thomas walk the halls of this 
university. They all developed 
the majority of their talents, 
while here, outside of the lecture 
theatre.” 

Other students and alumni 
spoke of “formative” experi¬ 
ences they had enjoyed in the 
theatre and the preparation it 
had given them for dream ca¬ 
reers in the arts. 

Reacting to the news on Twit¬ 
ter, comedian Richard Herring - 
a Bloomsbury regular - said the 
venue’s future “looks very 
bleak”. 

Several jobs will be lost as a 
result of the permanent closure, 
and much a smaller studio in the 
theatre’s basement is now the 
only performance space avail¬ 
able in the building. 


Writing for you every week, 

London's most outspoken 
entrepreneur 

Charlie 
pipes up! 

B ASED on the outcome of last week’s Ofcom report, 
unless you’re BT, everyone in business should love 
a bit of competition. 

Ofcom’s report, which instructed BT to open up its 
Openreach broadband network to rival operators, is a direct 
consequence of what can happen when you are the only 
player on the pitch. 

Of course, you’ll bang in the goals all day long because 
there’s no one to stop you. But when there’s no competition 
you will lose your edge, become complacent and not play 
to your best. 

It looks like that’s what’s happened at BT because no 
one, be it consumer or business, has been able to push it 
into raising its game. As a result, as the many news reports 
bore out with reams of anecdotal evidence, large areas of 
the country experience slow internet speeds and, on the 
whole, generally poor customer service. 

That in itself is not a surprise because Openreach is not, 
in gobbledegook management-speak, “customer facing” - 
do any of its vans actually display a phone number or, iron¬ 
ically, a web address? 

So, to deal with an internet problem customers have to 
go to providers, which if it’s not BT, leaves businesses and 
the public with three degrees of separation away from those 
which have the power to install, connect or repair a broad¬ 
band connection. 

Now Ofcom has finally said what most of us knew al¬ 
ready about Openreach’s monopoly of broadband infra¬ 
structure - others can enter the market, which can only 
improve the service customers receive. And that is the plus- 
side of competition. It brings out the best in entrepreneurs; 
it keeps them on their toes and more determined to succeed. 

While every now and again there is a totally unique idea 
that enables an entrepreneur to establish a new market and 
make it their own, more often 
than not, the majority of the 
time business owners take an 
existing skill or earned expe¬ 
rience to start an enterprise in 
an established industry. 

And whether it’s an upstart 
agitator looking to disrupt the 
market or an established firm 
battling off the new entrants, 
the only way to truly hold 
your own is to do it better than everyone else. 

Competition will, of course, have an influence on pric¬ 
ing, but it should also help dictate the level of service of¬ 
fered to customers. 

I’m more than happy for other plumbers, carpenters, 
electricians and the like to operate on my patch, because I 
know that what we offer is the highest level of service, 
based on our investment in the infrastructure of our busi¬ 
ness and the levels of skills and experience of our engi¬ 
neers. This makes sure we maintain and grow our strong 
position in the London market. 

Increased healthy competition is not just good for entre¬ 
preneurs and business owners but also for skilled individ¬ 
uals who take pride in their profession. At Pimlico 
Plumbers our engineers continually strive to be better; and 
by being better they can earn more money, which means 
they pay more tax. 

So if you are the only business in your field it doesn’t 
matter if you offer a “dial-up” level of service. 

But as soon as others enter the fray you’ll soon find your¬ 
selves out on your ear if you don’t ramp things up with a 
business that operates to the equivalent of “superfast broad¬ 
band” - something that more people across the country 
might start to experience now Ofcom has detonated a bomb 
under the UK internet industry. 

Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 

London's leading service 
company all day - every day! 


02079288888 



'Without any 
competition 
you'll lose 
your edge 
and become 
complacent' 
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London puts 
extra focus 
on cameras 
to cut crime 


BY JACK DIXON 

jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


THE number of CCTV 
cameras on the streets of 
Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham has almost trebled in 
the last three years, new 
figures reveal. 

A huge increase in council- 
sponsored surveillance means 
the borough is now among the 
UK’s most watched areas. 

Between 2012 and 2015 
more than £2.4 million was 
spent on CCTV and the number 
of cameras leaped from 452 to 
1,150. 

Freedom of Information re¬ 
quests revealed that hundreds 
more cameras were installed in 
an effort to curb crime and 
make the streets safer. 

But civil liberties campaign¬ 
ers have called for urgent ac¬ 
tion to slash spending on 
CCTV and protect personal 
freedoms. 

Charles Farrier, from the No 
CCTV campaign, said: “Local 
councils love spending money 
on CCTV - it is a vote winner. 
They do not care about free¬ 
doms and liberties. 

“Digital technology is be¬ 
coming more and more intru¬ 
sive and we are seeing a 
massive increase in surveil¬ 
lance that is happening invisi¬ 
bly. 

“We think there needs to be 
a proper debate about whether 
cameras are the right way to go. 
Councils should stop wasting 
money on this technology.” 

While spending on CCTV 
has declined in most parts of 
the country, London councils 
have increased their network of 
cameras by around 70 per cent, 
according to a report by the Big 
Brother Watch group. 

It collected data from hun¬ 
dreds of Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion requests to compare the 
number of cameras used by 
local authorities between 2012 
and 2015. 

Westminster remains the 
highest-spending council hav¬ 
ing pumped £7.3 million into 
anti-crime surveillance - al¬ 
though it has reduced its expen¬ 
diture from £11.8 million in 
2012. 


Kensington and Chelsea 
council spent just over 
£900,000 on a small network of 
58 cameras. 

But Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham now has the second high¬ 
est number of cameras in the 
country after spending more 
than £2.4 million expanding its 
network. 

The council installs and 
maintains town centre cameras 
and those used on housing es¬ 
tates. 

Its CCTV unit, based at 
Hammersmith Town Hall, was 
recognised by the Met Police 
last year after helping officers 



■ VIEWS: Councillor Wesley 
Harcourt, top, backs the use 
of CCTV cameras while Daniel 
Nesbitt of Big Brother Watch 
argues against their over-use 

with around 30 arrests a month. 

Councillor Wesley Harcourt, 
the council’s cabinet member 
for residents’ services, said 


CCTV played an important part 
in protecting people from 
crime. 

“We have a zero tolerance 
approach to crime and our 
award-winning CCTV team do 
a fantastic job of keeping Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham residents 
safe,” he said. 

“Cameras installed over re¬ 
cent years have been in re¬ 
sponse to close local 
consultation with residents and 
the police who identify loca¬ 
tions suffering from crime. 

“In addition to our CCTV 
network we are funding a 
record 44 police officers to 
work with residents and tackle 
crime.” 

The Big Brother Watch re¬ 
port - ‘Are They Still Watch¬ 
ing?’ - found that CCTV 
spending had dropped by al¬ 
most half across the country, 
largely due to budget cuts. 

However, the number of 
cameras on the streets of Lon¬ 
don rose by 71.8 per cent - 
from 8,105 to 13,924. 

The growing network of 
cameras is being used to keep 
an eye on pubs, clubs and bars, 
as well as monitoring the flow 
of people and traffic. 

Big Brother Watch did not 
call for a shut down of CCTV 
operations but suggested plac¬ 
ing temporary cameras in prob¬ 
lem areas for a short period of 
time until crime issues were re¬ 
solved. 

Daniel Nesbitt, research di¬ 
rector at Big Brother Watch, 
said councils should be more 
open about the reasons why 
cameras were installed and 
how much it would cost. 

“Once this kind of informa¬ 
tion is released on a regular 
basis it will be possible for cit¬ 
izens to decide for themselves 
whether or not the cameras are 
actually helping in their area,” 
he said. 

“This kind of transparency 
will become even more impor¬ 
tant as authorities begin to in¬ 
troduce new and potentially 
more invasive technology, such 
as facial recognition software 
and 3D cameras.” 

A spokesman for the Met 
Police said more than 200 offi¬ 
cers had been trained as ‘super 
recognisers’ to work with 
neighbourhood teams and intel¬ 
ligence units to identify sus¬ 
pects caught on CCTV. 

“CCTV is a vital forensic 
tool and is important in the 
fight against crime,” the 
spokesman said. 

“While DNA or fingerprints 
will show the suspect being at 
the scene, CCTV will show the 
crime happening. It helps us 
find other evidence or wit¬ 
nesses and helps the courts 
when assessing the sentence. 

“Whilst not every crime is 
captured on CCTV, the MPS is 
committed to capitalising on 
those that are by using dedi¬ 
cated support units, utilising 
‘super recognisers’ and max¬ 
imising our IT resources.” 


Blast from the past to go under the hammer 



■ WATCH OUT: London is expanding safety surveillance while elsewhere CCTV is being cut back 
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Have your say 

on proposals for a new 
dedicated cycle lane at 
Hammersmith gyratory 


Proposals include: 

• Separating cyclists and traffic with a segregated 
two-way cycle track on the north side of 
Hammersmith gyratory to help improve safety 
for cyclists 

• Separate traffic signals for cyclists and motor 
vehicles, allowing cyclists to move ahead of vehicles 

• Extend the eastbound two-way cycle track on 
King Street allowing cyclists to reach the gyratory 
on a more direct route 

• Provide a two-way section of cycle track on Queen 
Caroline Street allowing cyclist’s easy access to 
Black’s Road and Hammersmith Bridge Road 

• Increase the size of the island at the junction of 
Hammersmith Broadway and Butterwick to help 
improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians. 

These proposals are primarily intended to improve safety 
for cyclists. 

You can have your say and view our detailed proposals 

at tfLgov.uk/hammersmith-gyratory. Details of our 
drop-in sessions can also be found on the website. 

The consultation closes 15 March 2016. 
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THE last new gun that famous 
Soho firearms manufacturer 
John Wilkes built will go under 
the hammer next month. 

The piece, which is in a new 
and unfired condition, having 


been displayed in Wilkes’ 
premises at 79 Beak Street, 
London W1 for a number of 
years prior to the company’s 
closure in 2003, will be offered 
in Gavin Gardiner Ltd’s sale of 


modern and vintage sporting 
guns and rifles, which takes 
place on Wednesday, April 13, 
at Sotheby’s auction house in 
New Bond Street, London 
W1A2AA. 


MAYOR OF LONDON h&f 

hammersmith & fulham 



TRANSPORT 
FOR LONDON 

EVERY JOURNEY MATTERS 
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Children’s 
art on show 

PUPILS at independent London 
schools were among those given 
a unique opportunity to show¬ 
case their artwork at the highly 
prestigious Saatchi Gallery. 

The inaugural Alpha Plus 
Group Art Exhibition, at the 
gallery in Duke of York Square, 
King’s Road, saw the coming 
together of all the group’s inde¬ 
pendent schools to showcase 
gifted and talented work from 
sculpture to photography. 

Art leaders across ten of the 
Alpha Plus schools across the 
country worked closely together 
on the landmark project, which 
saw 40 pieces of artwork, four 
from each school, taking pride 
of place at the inspiring Saatchi 
Gallery. 

The exhibition was unveiled 
by Alpha Plus chief executive 
Julian Drinkall. Also key to the 
proceedings was Oliver Meyer, 
head of art at Wetherby Senior 
School, who was integral to de¬ 
vising and implementing the 
project. 

Mr Drinkall said: “The 
Saatchi Gallery is internation¬ 
ally renowned for showcasing 
the very best in contemporary 
art, and we were thrilled with 
the opportunity presented. 
There was a terrific buzz at the 
opening ceremony and private 
viewing event. 

“The standard of the work 
produced by the pupils is excel¬ 
lent and surpassed all expecta¬ 
tions. The exhibiting children 
will undoubtedly derive much 
confidence from having their 
work take pride of place in such 
a highly regarded venue.” 

Mr Meyer added: “The pupils 
really rose to the challenge and 
thoroughly enjoyed using their 
creativity to the full to create ex¬ 
ceptional pieces of artwork. The 
standard was extremely high 
and it was very difficult to nar- 
■ ART AND SOUL: Five year old Erin McConnon from Chepstow House School row the exhibiting pieces down 
with her picture at the Saatchi Gallery exhibition to only four per school.” 




■ CREATIVE: Seven-year-old Sophia Winterton 
from Chepstow House School with her image at 
the Saatchi Gallery exhibition 



■ ART AND SOUL: Oliver Meyer, head of art at 
Wetherby Senior, with Julian Drinkall, chief 
executive of the Alpha Plus Group 


Historic opportunity for us to put 
women plaque where they belong 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


FAMOUS women are 
being poorly represented 
by London’s blue plaques 
network, it was claimed 
this week. 

Only one in eight of the cap¬ 
ital’s blue plaques - which 
mark the homes and work¬ 
places of key figures from his¬ 
tory - honour women, English 
Heritage claimed. The organi¬ 
sation is now calling for more 
female nominations. 

Suffragette leader Emmeline 
Pankhurst, Jamaican nurse 
Mary Seacole and novelist Vir¬ 
ginia Woolf are among the 
women who have been hon¬ 
oured with a blue plaque here 
in London since the scheme 
began 150 years ago. 



■ WONDER WALL: London's 
salute to Emmeline Pankhurst 


But just 13 per cent of the 
902 plaques put up across Lon¬ 
don are for notable female fig¬ 
ures , something English 
Heritage, which manages the 
scheme, wants to amend. 

The blue plaque scheme 
began in 1866, with the first of 
the famous markers - recognis¬ 


ing Lord Byron - going up a 
year later, but it was a decade 
before the first woman was ho¬ 
noured, the actress Sarah Sid- 
dons in 1876, whose plaque 
was lost during demolition 
work in 1905. 

The second plaque was put 
up in 1885 to novelist and play¬ 
wright Fanny Burney and still 
survives. 

Since English Heritage took 
over the scheme in 1986, more 
than 70 plaques to leading fe¬ 
male figures have been added - 
61 per cent of the total number 
honouring women. They in¬ 
clude memorials to computing 
pioneer Ada, Countess of 
Lovelace, aviator Amy John¬ 
son, the first woman to fly solo 
from England to Australia, 
singer Gracie Fields and the co¬ 
discoverer of DNA, Rosalind 
Franklin. 


The charity is calling on the 
public to nominate more no¬ 
table women from history for 
London blue plaques. 

The call comes as a survey 
for English Heritage found that 
four out of 10 people (40 per 
cent) thought women had a 
lesser impact on history than 
men - although a greater pro¬ 
portion (55 per cent) thought 
they had the same impact as 
men. 

Anna Eavis, curatorial direc¬ 
tor for English Heritage, said: 
“In their own modest way, blue 
plaques remind us of the people 
who have made significant con¬ 
tributions to history. 

“The plaques also tell us a lot 
about who we, as a society, 
consider worthy of recognition. 

“It’s only relatively recently 
that the role of women in his¬ 
tory has been acknowledged 


and the blue plaques scheme 
partly reflects this historic 
blindness. 

“We want to see more no¬ 
table women from the past cel¬ 
ebrated with blue plaques. Our 
scheme relies entirely on public 
nominations so we’re calling 
on people to get in touch and 
tell us who they think deserves 
a plaque.” 

To qualify for a blue plaque, 
figures from history must be re¬ 
garded as eminent, with 
achievements that made a sig¬ 
nificant impact or deserve na¬ 
tional recognition, they should 
have been dead for 20 years 
and have lived in London for a 
significant period in time or im¬ 
portance in their lives. 

The building where they 
lived or worked must also still 
be standing and must not have 
a significantly altered exterior. 


Khan’s TV fee 
goes to charity 

LABOUR'S London mayoral 
candidate Sadiq Khan earned 
£1,500 for appearing on BBC's 
Have I Got News For You but 
donated the money to charity, 
his office said as it published 
details of his earnings and tax 
contributions. 

The figures released by Mr 
Khan's office show he has been 
paid a total of £3,250 for media 
appearances since 2005 and 
declared no other income apart 
from his roles as an MP, 
government minister and 
councillor. 

The information was 
published after Mr Khan's Tory 
rival Zac Goldsmith revealed he 
made £10 million from trusts, 
asset sales and salary over the 
past five years - and paid more 
than £4.5 million in tax. 

Mr Khan's release showed 
that in 2014/15 he had an 
income of £61,401 asTooting's 
MP, excluding pension 
contributions, and received 
£1,500 for his appearance on 
Have I Got News For You. 

He paid £16,557.40 in 
income tax and £4,168.56 in 
national insurance 
contributions (NICs). 

A statement on his website 
said:"The 2014/15 media 
appearance fee was for Sadiq 
appearing on Have I Got News 
For You. 

"Sadiq donated the full 
£1,500 fee direct to charity: the 
Evening Standard's 
Dispossessed Fund. However, 
as this was his choice, he has to 
declare this as income in order 
to pay the tax due." 

The information was 
prepared by Mr Khan's personal 
chartered accountant from the 
returns submitted to HMRC. 

A moment 
of Madness 

THE enduringly popular 
Madness are set to headline 
their own festival this summer 
after announcing a one-day 
spectacular in London. 

The group will take to the 
stage on August Bank Holiday 
in the event titled House of 
Common. 

They will head to Clapham 
Common to put on a show 
alongside 20 other hand¬ 
picked, like-minded bands and 
DJs. The outdoor event will 
feature a line up specifically 
curated by the band, ending 
with an exclusive headline 
performance from Madness 
themselves. 

Announcing the show, 
Madness said: "We are 
honoured and privileged that 
London has found us a place 
where for one day every year 
we can have our very own 
festival, we hereby name that 
day House of Common. See 
you in Clapham Madheads. For 
the love of the common 
people." 

Festival fun 

THE Find Your London festival 
celebrates London's outdoor 
spaces, from gardens to parks, 
high streets to marketplaces. 

This 11 -day festival, from 
March 18 to 28, features more 
than 100 varied events across 
London. To find out what's on 
offer, visit the website 
london.gov.uk 
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£730,000 fund 
encourages 
local projects 
to prosper in 
crowdfunding 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

A NEW £730,000 scheme 
to support London com¬ 
munity projects has been 
unveiled. 

London mayor Boris John¬ 
son announced the funding 
package as part of what he is 
describing as “a world-leading 
civic crowdfunding initiative”. 

Crowdfunding allows any¬ 
one to propose an idea and for 
members of the public to fund 
it. If enough people pledge just 
a small amount, an idea can 
quickly become reality. 

The mayor’s partnership 
with Spacehive - the world’s 
first crowdfunding website 
dedicated to civic projects - 
means community organisa¬ 
tions have the chance to pitch 
an idea that benefits their local 
community and attract finan¬ 
cial pledges from the members 
of the public and the mayor. 

Mr Johnson will pledge up 
to £20,000 towards the best 
crowdfunding campaigns that 
can demonstrate the most local 
enthusiasm. 

Projects could help to make 
a High Street a better place to 
visit or do business in, improve 
or establish a local market, give 
a new lease of life to a forgot¬ 
ten local space or empty build¬ 
ing, improve access to healthy 
and affordable food or create a 
new cultural feature that at¬ 
tracts people to the area. 

Ideas need to be crowdfund¬ 


ing on the mayor’s Spacehive 
page by May 1 to be considered 
for a pledge, but it is recom¬ 
mended that projects are posted 
as early as possible to allow for 
public awareness, debate and 
refinement before a full cam¬ 
paign begins. A series of work¬ 
shops for groups interested in 
putting forward ideas will be 
held in London throughout 
March. 

Mr Johnson, said: “This is a 
unique opportunity to empower 
Londoners to come together 
and make a huge difference in 



■ CHALLENGE: London 
mayor Boris Johnson 


their community by pitching 
great ideas that matter to them. 
I look forward to seeing a 
whole raft of innovative solu¬ 
tions to local issues that will 
help to make the city an even 
better place to live, visit and 
work in.” 

The mayor has already deliv¬ 
ered two successful rounds of 
crowdfunding through his High 


How the programme works 

■ The programme is part of the London Enterprise Panel's 
£20million London Regeneration Fund, which was launched by 
the mayor following a successful bid to government in January 
2015 as part of the LEP's Growth Deal. The fund gives local 
authorities, traders'associations, workspace providers, and 
community groups the chance to come forward with exciting 
proposals that will help new and traditional places of work 
thrive in a rapidly changing city. 

■ In February 2016, the programme was recognised at the 
World Government Summit as one of the top 11 innovations in 
global government thinking. The programme is a four-stage 
pilot to test how City Hall utilise new technology in a positive 
way to promote transparent and participatory democracy for 
Londoners. 

■ Over his two terms, the mayor's dedicated regeneration funds 
have invested £189million and levered in about £131.5million in 
match funding that has helped more than 85 high streets adapt 
to changing circumstances and thrive. This funding has also 
seen almost 1,000 shopfronts improved, 1,577 jobs created, and 
training and support received by over 3,000 businesses and 
young people. 

■ Spacehive.com launched in 2012 and is the world's first 
crowdfunding platform for civic projects. The London based 
start-up has successfully funded 157 projects across the UK 
worth £4.7 million. Over 700 projects are currently in 
development and Spacehive is working in partnership with 
cities across the UK including Manchester, Cardiff, Hull as well as 
15 London boroughs, and the Mayor of London. 


Street Fund, investing a total of 
£600,000 in 37 projects. In the 
last round, the mayor backed 
20 schemes with £285,000 
worth of pledges. These were 
matched by more than 
£430,000 worth of pledges 
from the crowd, with over 
2,200 backers from local Lon¬ 
doners to businesses. 

The latest round of civic 
crowdfunding was launched 
last week by Daniel Moylan, 
Chairman of the Mayor’s De¬ 
sign Advisory Group and Lon¬ 
don Enterprise Panel (LEP) 
SME Working Group member 
at the PEER Gallery in Hoxton. 
The mayor has pledged 
£19,000 towards the gallery’s 
plans to replace its shopfront 
after the project raised £25,000 
from 187 backers through 
Spacehive. 

Other successful civic 
crowdfunding campaigns run 
through the mayor and Space¬ 
hive include: 

■ Peckham Coal Line in 
Southwark - The mayor has 
pledged £10,000 towards the 
group’s target of £66,000 in 
order to transform disused coal 
sidings on the railway line be¬ 
tween Queens Road Peckham 
and Peckham Rye station into a 
lkm stretch of elevated green 
space. The campaign attracted 
928 backers, including South¬ 
wark Council and Sustrans, 
bringing the wider community 
together from businesses to 
local people. 

■ Good Food Catford in 
Lewisham - The mayor has 
pledged £14,000 towards the 
group’s target of £33,000 in 
order to bring a vacant high 
street shop back into use as a 
community grocery store, sell¬ 
ing affordable local and surplus 
vegetables grown in commu¬ 
nity gardens and allotments as 
well we providing workshops, 
training and advice on healthy 
eating. The campaign attracted 
344 backers. 

Mr Moylan said: “Civic 
crowdfunding has the power to 
transform the way City Hall 
and Londoners come together 
to shape the places in which we 
all live, work and play. Using 
Spacehive for this pilot has al¬ 
lowed us to combine our grants 
with funds from individuals, 
businesses and organisations, 
meaning we can make more 
great projects happen faster, 
tapping into the wealth of cre¬ 
ativity and enthusiasm within 
communities across the city.” 

Chris Gourlay, founder of 
Spacehive, said; “Acommunity 
coming together around a suc¬ 
cessful campaign is incredibly 
powerful. You will meet new 
people, build new relationships 
and find the skills to get things 
done that you never thought 
possible. A pledge from the 
mayor will really help you on 
your way and there are many 
more people and companies 
who will want to be a part of a 
great idea.” 

To date, over £575,000 has 
been pledged to 37 local proj¬ 
ects. This represents a pioneer¬ 
ing new relationship between 
City Hall and Londoners that 
realises the creativity and enter¬ 
prise of local communities and 
businesses. 

For instructions to submit 
your idea and to view previous 
examples, visit: spacehive.com 
/Initiatives/may oroflondon 



I GREEN FOR GO: How the old Peckham Coal Line will be transformed into attractive green space 


OPDC 

OLD OAK AND 
PARK ROYAL 


Have your say on the Local Plan 
for Old Oak and Park Royal 






• Come along to our drop-in exhibitions and workshops 

• Talk to us about housing, fobs, transport and 
much more 

• Help shape the most exciting development in London 

Find out more at opdc.commonplace.is 
Join the discussion 
@OldOakParkRoyal #opddocalplan 

Contact us 

iocalplan@opdc london gov.uk 
020 7903 5732 

OPDC, City Hall, The Queen's Walk 
London, SE1 2AA 


MAYOR OF LONDON 
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Pianist helps homeless 
centre to tune of £18,000 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

KIND-HEARTED theatregoers 
have raised thousands of pounds for 
a homeless hostel in Westminster 
after American concert pianist 
Mona Golabek made an impas¬ 
sioned appeal to audiences at the 
end of her one-woman show in the 
capital. 

The American performer’s very public 
appeal on behalf of the Cardinal Hume 
Centre, which is based in Ameway Street, 
off Horseferry Road, helped to generate 
more than £18,000 during her sell-out 



five-week run at the St James Theatre. 

Ms Golabek’s show, called The Pianist 
of Willesden Lane, was inspired by the 
true story of her mother, who was one of 
many thousands of young Jewish children 
who fled Nazi persecution in the late 
1930s just before the outbreak of the 
Secvond World War. 

Ms Golabek’s mother arrived in Lon¬ 
don on the so-called Kindertransport, 
which was responsible for bringing many 
thousands of Jewish youngsters to safety 
as the Nazis tightened their grip on main¬ 
land Europe. 

The Cardinal Hume Centre, which will 
benefit from the funding boost, works 
with homeless young people and families 
with housing prob¬ 
lems. It ewas founded 
by Cardinal Basil 
Hume in 1986, to 
give people access to 
the skills and support 
needed to overcome 
poverty and home¬ 
lessness. 

The centre focuses 
on four areas of 
need: employment, 
housing, education 
and skills, and legal 
status. Every person 
who comes to the 
centre has different 
needs. It says: “We 
offer a holistic serv¬ 


Fulham FC welcomes Bristol City to 
Craven Cottage in the Sky Bet Championship 
on Saturday 12th March, kick-off 3pm 



ice, all on one site, that reflects the indi¬ 
vidual so that people can make informed 
choices about their future.” 

The centre welcomes people from all 
backgrounds in line with Cardinal 
Hume’s founding ethos of offering sanc¬ 
tuary. 

Ms Golabek, whose mother Lisa Jura 
fled her native Vienna in 1938 and spent 
the war years in a hostel in Willesden 
Lane with other young refugees while 
pursuing her dream of becoming a concert 
pianist, ended every show by telling the 
audience about the work the centre does. 

She said it had been a great privilege to 
perform at the St James Theatre and share 
the story of her mother. She said the per¬ 
formances had been made even more 
meaningful by giving her the opportunity 
to tell the audience about the Cardinal 
Hume Centre, a centre like where her 
mother, “as a young frightened teenage 
refugee”, found herself upon arriving in 
London prior to the start of the Second 
World War. 

She told audiences: “I am proud to 
speak about this centre to the world, a 
place that provides so much precious 
help... Now more than ever, we must 
never forget our humanity, and the Cardi¬ 
nal Hume Centre is such a shining exam¬ 
ple of that humanity.” 

Ms Golabek has appeared at the Holly¬ 
wood Bowl, the Kennedy Center and the 
Royal Festival Hall alongside major or¬ 
chestras worldwide. A Grammy nominee, 
she has been the recip¬ 
ient of numerous 
awards including the 
Avery Fisher Prize and 
the People’s Award of 
the International 

Chopin Competition 
and has been the sub¬ 
ject of several PBS tel¬ 
evision documentaries. 

Ms Golabek’s 
mother won a place at 
the Royal Academy of 
Music after seeing a 
notice in the Evening 
Standard before emi¬ 
grating to Los Angeles 
where she raised her 
family. 


T his fixture is the Club’s annual Primary Schools’ Day with an exclusive 
special ticket offer priced at just £15 for adults and £5 for juniors, a 
saving of £15 on an adult ticket and £10 on juniors. Adults will also have 
the chance to obtain a free adult ticket for every 10 junior tickets purchased for 
the match. 

To qualify for this special price, teachers or parents will need to complete a form 
which can be found online at: www.fulhamfc.com/primaryschoolsday . 

Club mascot Billy the Badger will be on Stevenage Road pre-match handing out foam 
fingers to junior supporters in attendance alongside a balloon modeller. 

Last year almost 1,000 primary school pupils and teachers attended the match and this 
year the crowd is expected to be bigger and better. The school bringing the highest 
number of attendees to the match will win a Training Ground Experience and 
representatives from the school will be invited on to the pitch at half-time to be 
presented with a Fulham gift. 

Fulham FC Captain, Scott Parker said, “Primary Schools’ Day is brilliant opportunity 
for schools in our local communities to enjoy an afternoon out at Craven Cottage. Our 
junior supporters help create a wonderful atmosphere and it’s great to see so many 
young fans and their families at our matches. We’ll look forward to welcoming the 
winning school to the Training Ground for an unforgettable experience.” 

For more information on Primary Schools’ Day please visit: 
www.fulhamfc.com/primaryschoolsday 
Tickets for Fulham FC v Bristol City are now on general sale. To purchase 
match tickets, call the Fulham Ticket Office on: 08432 081 234 
or online at: www.fulhamfc.com/tickets 



■ SINGER Joss Stone will headline a Barnardo's fundraising concert 
at London's iconic Roundhouse in May to help transform the lives of 
the UK's most vulnerable children and mark the charity's 150th 
anniversary. Stone's performance will feature guest appearances 
from friends who have influenced her career. 

The event will be her first and only headline performance in the UK 
in 2016 as she is currently performing on a world tour. 

Stone said: 'I'm delighted to be taking part in Barnardo's 150th 
anniversary concert and helping to raise awareness of the amazing 
work the charity does. I hope that the evening will help Barnardo's 
continue its great work and help those who are in desperate need of 
care and support.' Barnardo's Presents: Joss Stone and Friends, will 
take place on Sunday, May 15. Doors open at 7pm. To buy tickets 
visit www.barnardos.org.uk/presents 


Crossing safety delay ‘shameful’ 


THE Liberal Democrat candi¬ 
date to be the next Mayor of 
London has challenged Boris 
Johnson over pedestrian cross¬ 
ings which present a danger to 
the blind and partially-sighted. 

London Assembly member 
Caroline Pidgeon has been 
campaigning for years for the 
Mayor’s Office and Transport 
for London to make all cross¬ 
ings in the capital safer to cross. 

In guidance published by the 
Department of Transport in 
1995 it was clearly stated that 
pedestrian crossings should ei¬ 
ther have an audible sound 
and/or a rotating cone to assist 
blind and partially sighted peo¬ 
ple to safely cross the road. 

But 11 unsafe crossings still 
remain and Mr Johnson has 
now admitted that they will re¬ 
main a danger for at least an¬ 
other year - which Ms Pidgeon 
says is “shameful”. 


“Transport for London has 
been incredibly slow in ensur¬ 
ing this guidance is fully imple¬ 
mented, it was always claimed 
that the guidance would finally 
be implemented at all pedes¬ 
trian crossings by March 
2016,” said a spokesman for 
Ms Pidgeon. 

“But it now turns out that 
this pledge made by Boris 
Johnson will not be met and it 
might be another year before 
every pedestrian crossing fi¬ 
nally meets this basic safety 
standard.” 

Ms Pidgeon said: “The 
mayor, who is chair of Trans¬ 
port for London, should have 
ensured many years ago that 
national safety standards for 
pedestrian crossings were met 
for every pedestrian crossing 
that TfL is responsible for. 

“It is quite frankly shameful 
that there any pedestrian cross¬ 


ings in London which still 
don’t have basic safety features 
for blind and partially sighted 
people 21 years after the na¬ 
tional guidance was first pub¬ 
lished.” 

In response to questioning 
by Ms Pidgeon, Mr Johnson 
said: “The 11 remaining loca¬ 
tions listed are due to be up¬ 
graded as part of capital 
improvement schemes. 

“At this point it is not possi¬ 
ble to specify the exact date at 
each location as the scheduling 
of works are dependent upon 
each borough’s programme. 
However, these sites are sched¬ 
uled to be compliant by the end 
of March 2017.” 

Among the pedestrian cross¬ 
ings singled out for concern are 
these in Westminster: New 
Bond Street, Conduit Street, 
Bruton Street, Davies Street 
and Brook Street. 
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Building network of community groups 



UNDERTHEWESTWAY 


Angela McConville, Westway Trust Chief Executive, reflects 
on recent discussions with other community organisations 


B EFORE I talk about the 
insightful discussions 
we have been having 
with member organisations, I 
wanted to take the opportunity 
to pay our respects to Anthony 
Perry who sadly passed away 
recently. 

For those who don’t know 
him, Anthony was the first 
chief executive of Westway 
Trust (then known as the North 
Kensington Amenity Trust). 
He did so much for the West¬ 
way community. He promoted 
carnival by giving space and 
funding support to the Carnival 
Pioneers, developed Acklam 
Hall and started the develop¬ 
ment of the sports centre. His 
legacy in this part of London is 
truly heartfelt and his spirit will 
undoubtedly live on for many 
years here. 

The Trust is 45 years old this 
year and we will celebrate this 
milestone later in the year. We 
plan to honour Anthony’s 
memory at this time. 

Anthony was probably most 
well-known for his deep rela¬ 
tionships with local people and 
groups. He recognised the im¬ 
portance of understanding 
community needs when devel¬ 
oping proposals for the land. 
We want to build on his ap¬ 
proach and develop stronger re¬ 
lationships with people locally. 
To that end, over the past few 
weeks I have been meeting 
with small groups of Westway 
Trust’s member organisations 
for informal discussions about 


our plans for the future and to 
get their ideas how new spaces 
we’re creating under the West¬ 
way might be used. 

Our member organisations, 
made up of charities, residents’ 
associations and other commu¬ 
nity groups, are a key part of 
how Westway Trust is gov¬ 
erned and how we ensure 
strong links to the community. 
Three of the twelve places on 
our board are reserved for 
trustees elected by our member 
organisations and they have a 
voting role at our annual gen¬ 
eral meeting. I’ve also been re¬ 
minded by these meetings that 
our member organisations are a 
vibrant and varied group that 
represent a huge cross-section 
of people. From faith groups to 
mental health charities and arts 
organisations to older people’s 


groups they bring us into con¬ 
tact with many different per¬ 
spectives. I’d met most of these 
organisations already but it has 
been energising to be able to 
talk to them at such length and 
to share ideas and ambitions. 

There was an almost univer¬ 
sal agreement with the princi¬ 
ples of our strategy for the 
future, built on four pillars of 
enterprise and economic vital¬ 
ity; health and wellbeing; arts, 
heritage and culture; and envi¬ 
ronmental improvements. It 
was wonderful to hear one or¬ 
ganisation in particular relating 
their story of how they are 
working with us in all four 
areas. It was also clear that as 
part of our ongoing engage¬ 
ment with the community we 
need to work harder to share 
this vision with more of the 



■ GREEN PARTY: Volunteer gardeners at the St Charles Community Garden 


Pub crawl a chance for sober reflection 


LOVERS of the London pub 
trade’s heritage can join histo¬ 
rian Geoff Brandwood for a 
tour of three varied public 
houses on Monday, March 14, 
starting at 6.30pm. 

This informative ‘pub crawl’ 
turns the spotlight on inns with 
interesting historic interiors, 
starting at the Lamb in Blooms¬ 
bury, sited in a Georgian build¬ 


ing and refitted by the Victori¬ 
ans. The party will then walk 
through the area’s fine early 
Georgian streets to a 1930s re¬ 
built pub, the Duke in Roger 
Street. You will end at one of 
the great pubs of the 1920s, the 
Cittie of Yorke in High Hol- 
bom, where the idea of a great 
baronial hall was recreated by 
the wine merchants, Henekeys. 


The walk will aim to explain 
something of the development 
of the London pub and how it 
has changed. 

Mr Brandwood is an archi¬ 
tectural historian with a special 
interest in historic pubs on 
which he has published exten¬ 
sively with the support of Eng¬ 
lish Heritage and the Campaign 
for Real Ale. 


community more often and I’ve 
asked my team to look at ways 
that we can do that in the coming 
months and years, including 
using some of the great ideas 
we’ve been given in recent 
months. 

We also discussed our 
progress in revising ideas for the 
part of the Westway estate which 
sits either side of Portobello 
Road. Again, there was agree¬ 
ment that the status quo was not 
an option and about the motiva¬ 
tions for the proposals - to sup¬ 
port a thriving market and 
vibrant independent retailers, to 
create more space for arts, cul¬ 
ture and community activity, to 
open up and improve the public 
and green spaces and to improve 
the sustainability of the estate. It 


was great to start getting some 
ideas for how we might use the 
new spaces with suggestions 
made for an outdoor perform¬ 
ance space; multi-cultural, multi¬ 
purpose arts buildings; a 
volunteer force involved in 
greening projects at Portobello 
Green; affordable exhibition 
space; and arts exchanges with 
other areas. 

We will add these to the many 
other ideas we receive as we ask 
similar questions to those who 
live close to the Westway in the 
weeks ahead, but It’s clear that 
local needs are varied and flexi¬ 
bility is key, not just to adapt for 
current uses but also to changes 
in the future. 

It’s been clear that far from 
just an opportunity to inform the 


work of Westway Trust that our 
member organisations have val¬ 
ued a chance to meet and talk 
with other community groups in 
the area. I think the Trust can 
play a facilitatory role as a net¬ 
work for local community work 
and we’ll be building on that idea 
to create more ways for groups 
to meet and share ideas in the fu¬ 
ture. 

Our membership already in¬ 
cludes more than fifty local or¬ 
ganisations but that is only a 
fraction of those around the 
Westway. We want to build a 
great coalition of community-fo¬ 
cused local organisations so I 
urge any local leaders reading 
this to become a Westway Trust 
member and help us to plan for 
the future. 


March 


FREE WILLS 


MONTH 


helping grejt charities 


J 


How N 

will you be 
remembered? 


March is your chance to leave a lasting 
legacy by including a gift in your Will 
to one or more of the charities 
sponsoring Free Wills Month. 

Free Wills Month enables people aged 55 and 
over to make or update their Will for free. This 
offers you peace of mind as you provide for 
loved ones. 

It also provides an opportunity to do 
something truly memorable by contributing to 
the work of one or more great causes. 
Appointments are limited, so don't delay. 


ARIF JAKOBS SOLICITORS 

Khizar Arif - 020 8528 1132 

10th Floor, 88 Wood Street 
London ECV2 7RS 

FAROOQ BAJWA & CO 

Patrick Lally - 020 3174 0332 
45 Charles Street 
London W1J 5EH 

FRANK BRAZELL AND PARTNERS LTD 

Simon Levy - 020 7485 8626 

Busworks United House, North Road 
London N7 9DP 

TULIPS SOLICITORS 

Kivanc Yuvanc - 020 7263 3311 
754 Holloway Road 
London N19 3JF 


www.freewillsmonth.org.uk 


Qrthritis 

^Research UK 

Stroke. 
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Lm later lift 



Lifeboats 



The campaign pays for simple Wills. If your Will is complex, you can pay the solicitor for extra advice. There is 
no obligation to include a gift to any of the charities. The campaign is intended for those aged 55 and over. 
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Boris orders 
more buses 
at the double 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON Mayor Boris 
Johnson was in Northern 
Ireland this week confirm¬ 
ing an order with Wright- 
bus for another 195 of the 
iconic New Routemaster 
buses. 

Mr Johnson’s spokesman 
said: “Billions of pounds are in¬ 
vested by Transport for London 
on products and services from 
businesses outside the capital 
every year - and the deal with 
Wrightbus will safeguard 300 
manufacturing jobs, as well as 
support a supply chain of com¬ 
panies across the United King¬ 
dom.” 

The mayor shook hands on 
the latest order during a visit to 
the Wrightbus chassis plant that 
was created as a direct result of 
orders for the distinctive Lon¬ 
don buses. He toured the fac¬ 
tory floor and met the team 
building the iconic red people 
carriers. 

The mayor’s team said : 
“Transport for London has a 
productive relationship with 
businesses in Northern Ireland 
and in 2015 they spent £93mil- 
lion with suppliers based there.” 

Mr Johnson said: “I am ab¬ 
solutely delighted to be able to 
confirm a further order for these 
superb buses. They are a mas¬ 
terpiece of British engineering 
and design, and they prove that 
we are capable of building a bus 
in the UK with cutting edge 
technology that simultaneously 
delivers jobs and growth around 
the country.” 

The production of 1,000 New 
Routemaster buses in Northern 
Ireland by the family-owned 
Wrightbus Group - which em¬ 
ploys 2,000 local people - has 
sustained 300 jobs, created 100 
brand new jobs and supported 
120 apprenticeships. This 
week’s order was made at a re¬ 
duced rate of £319,000 per bus, 
which is comparable to the cost 
of a standard hybrid bus. 


Welcoming the deal, Secre¬ 
tary of State for Northern Ire¬ 
land, the Rt Hon Theresa 
Villiers MP said: “This is bril¬ 
liant news for Ballymena-based 
Wrightbus and all the Northern 
Ireland firms in the supply 
chain who stand to gain from 
this significant investment by 
TfL. 

“I have been deeply commit¬ 
ted over recent months to help¬ 
ing get this over the line for 
Northern Ireland so I am partic¬ 
ularly pleased with this deal. 
These iconic buses represent a 
powerful link between Northern 
Ireland and Greater London, as 
well as with all the other UK 
firms whose expertise con¬ 
tributes to the outstanding qual¬ 
ities of this world class 
vehicle.” 

The buses have two stair¬ 
cases and three sets of doors al¬ 
lowing large numbers of 
passengers to board and alight 
and will be supplied with open¬ 
ing windows on the upper and 
lower decks following feedback 
from passengers. 

The buses boast the latest 
Euro 6 engines and will in¬ 
crease the number of hybrid 
buses in the capital to 1,900 - 
representing 20 per cent of the 
overall fleet - when they enter 
service in summer 2017. 

As well as the manufacture 
of New Routemaster chassis 
and superstructures in Northern 
Ireland, a number of compo¬ 
nents for New Routemaster 
buses are made by companies 
from around the UK; including 
engines from Darlington, seats 
from Telford, seat moquettes 
from Huddersfield, wheelchair 
ramps from Hoddesdon and 
flooring from Liskeard. 

TfL figures indicate that 
more than 60 per cent of TfL’s 
spending through its supply 
chain going to firms outside of 
London. 

The first 800 New 
Routemaster buses will be in 
passenger service by July 2016, 
the additional 195 buses will be 
delivered by summer 2017. 



■ RED FOR GO: London Mayor Boris Johnson has shaken hands on a further order of the iconic 
New Routemaster bus for the capital's commuters 


London prepares to celebrate orchestra anniversary 



■ ANNIVERSARY YEAR: The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 


THE Royal Philharmonic Or¬ 
chestra is celebrating its 70th 
birthday this year with a host of 
special events which will cul¬ 
minate in a gala concert at the 
Royal Albert Hall in Septem¬ 
ber. 

For its platinum year the or¬ 
chestra, which has been at the 
forefront of music making both 
within the UK and on the inter¬ 
national orchestral scene, will 
visit both the US and Europe as 
part of the commemorative pro¬ 
gramme of events in celebra¬ 
tion of the momentous 
anniversary. 

The Royal Philharmonic has, 
over the past decade extended 


its reach to fourteen UK resi¬ 
dencies; performing more con¬ 
certs and to a wider breadth of 
audiences than any other or¬ 
chestra in the country. 

Managing director Ian 
Mackay says: “The Royal Phil¬ 
harmonic Orchestra is 
renowned the world over for its 
versatility and ability to adapt 
to changing styles of music 
making and presentation.” 

Following a 16-concert tour 
of the US, Vasily Petrenko will 
debut with the orchestra to con¬ 
duct Mahler’s magnificent 
Symphony No.2, Resurrection, 
at the Royal Albert Hall on 
March 22. 


Other significant events in¬ 
clude a tour of Spain and the 
second Pinchas Zuckerman 
Festival, to be held at the or¬ 
chestra’s home, London’s 
Cadogan Hall. NASA will then 
play a part as the RPO performs 
The Planets - An HD Odyssey 


across the UK at seven venues, 
including the Royal Albert 
Hall. 

This exciting multi-media 
event features the latest as¬ 
tounding high-definition im¬ 
ages beamed back by Voyager 
and the Mars Rover. 


In the week of the orchestra’s 
founding date, on September 
19, the RPO will host its 70th 
anniversary gala concert at the 
Royal Albert Hall, featuring 
prestigious artists Martha Arg- 
erich, Charles Dutroit and Pin¬ 
chas Zukerman. 

This promises to be a 
thrilling event in a venue which 
has played an integral role in 
the orchestra’s success. 

Mr Mackay says: “The RPO 
enters its eighth decade at the 
very forefront of the UK’s or¬ 
chestral scene confident that it 
has the skill, resource and de¬ 
termination to meet the chal¬ 
lenges ahead.” 


Expert view 
on how we 
build homes 

DEVELOPMENT expert Nicholas 
Boys Smith, the founding 
director of Create Streets, is to 
set out the group's research into 
links between built form and 
popularity, wellbeing, density 
and value - as well as making the 
case for a more predictable, 
more popular development 
model. 

Mr Boys Smith has lectured on 
Create Street's findings at various 
universities and presented them 
in a wide range of speeches and 
media. He is a commissioner at 
Historic England and a Research 
Fellow at the University of 
Buckingham. An occasional 
columnist on Building magazine, 
he has been described by the 
Architects' Journal as a leading 
figure on issues to do with the 
built environment. 

Create Streets is a social 
enterprise that encourages the 
creation of more urban homes in 
conventional, terraced streets 
rather than complex multi-storey 
buildings as well as greater, 
constructive, public influence on 
the planning and development 
system. They do this through 
research, arguing for policy 
change, and consulting to 
councils, developers, 
communities and landowners. 
According to Sir Simon Jenkins, 
former Chair of the National 
Trust, "Create Streets speaks 
London's language." 

Create Streets'core argument 
is that more conventional 
development would be more 
popular, thus reducing resistance 
to new development; is provably 
better correlated with good 
wellbeing outcomes; can easily 
provide the density we need to 
solve the housing crisis; and is 
actually a better long-term 
investment. 

Mr Boys Smith's talk takes 
place at The Gallery, 75 Cowcross 
Street, Farringdon, on May, 
starting at 6.30pm. Visit 
www.londonsociety.org.uk for 
more details. 

Cheers! Pilot 
pub re-opens 

THE Pilot pub in Chiswick has re¬ 
opened following an extensive 
refurbishment. 

Owners Fuller's, whose 
brewery is nearby, said that 
"under the watchful eyes of 
manager Harriet Teague", the 
refurbishment of the hostelry in 
Wellesley Road "has seen the 
pub retain its traditional pub feel 
with a few modern touches, 
creating a light and airy space". 

Fuller's said:"The new menu 
will continue to boast fresh, 
home-made food, including 
delicious seasonal dishes, with 
ingredients from local suppliers. 
The bar is stocked with an 
exciting array of beers, including 
Fuller's new red ale, Montana 
Red, alongside Frontier craft 
lager and London Pride. 

"The vast array of spirits boasts 
over 15 varieties of gin, including 
unique infusions in conjunction 
with fellow Chiswick resident 
Sipsmith.This, together, with an 
extensive wine list and soft 
drinks, means there is a beverage 
for everyone." 

Adam Sykes, operations 
manager, said: "The Pilot is a 
great pub and this refurbishment 
has breathed new life into this 
beautiful period building. We're 
looking forward to welcoming 
customers to the new look pub 
over the coming weeks." 
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Kimberley’s race mission 


■ FIT FOR PURPOSE: Kimberley Salt is running the London 
Marathon to raise funds for Diabetes UK 


A WOMAN from Maida Vale 
will tackle the London 
Marathon to raise funds to sup¬ 
port the work of Diabetes UK 
- and in solidarity with her 
partner who has diabetes. 

The London Marathon, on 
April 24, will see dozens of 
Team Diabetes UK runners 
take to the streets to run the 
26.2-mile course. 

Kimberley Salt, aged 30, is 
taking on the big race because 
her partner Igor has type one 
diabetes and she witnesses his 
daily battle with the condition. 
She says she wants to raise 
funds for Diabetes UK because 
of its continued dedication to¬ 
wards lifesaving research. 

Kimberley has been training 
hard for the event and said: “I 
have been with my partner for 
three years and in that time I 
have watched his daily battle 
with type one diabetes. I can’t 
imagine my life without him 
and know it is because of char¬ 
ities like Diabetes UK that he 
is still here today and is able to 
live a relatively normal life. 

“Igor has fond memories of 
attending a ‘diabetes camp’ 
when he was a child and speaks 
with such admiration about 
how he was educated in man¬ 
aging his diabetes and was able 
to meet other children with the 
same condition. He left the 
camp less scared that his dia¬ 
betes wouldn’t stand in his 
way. 

“It is so important that those 
sorts of resources are kept 
available. Providing education 
to children for conditions such 
as diabetes enables them to 
find the courage and belief that 
it won’t rule their lives. I am fit 
and healthy and I am very 
lucky that I have no ailments. I 
dream of a world where my 
partner and others like him can 
enjoy the world diabetes-free.” 

Claire Lubbock, Diabetes 


Turkish takeaway 
takes the top prize 


BY LWN REPORTER 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

LONDON’S Ambience, a 
homely and family run 
restaurant serving Turkish- 
style kebabs in trendy 
Wimbledon, has bagged 
top spot - and a national 
TV campaign - in a contest 
to find the ten best take¬ 
away restaurants in Britain. 

The awards, run by online 
food ordering platform hungry- 
house .co .uk, singled out Ambi¬ 
ence, run by Tanser Ozdemir, 
for the top prize. 

Ambience managed to beat 
off stiff competition, thanks to 
their consistent five-star ratings, 
rave reviews and the site’s high¬ 
est return rate over the last 12 
months. Mr Ozdemir said: 


“We’ve worked hard to meet the 
requirements of the contest and 
we’re ecstatic to be named the 
UK’s number one for 2016. To 
win this level of exposure for 
our restaurant is something we 
can only dream of and we can’t 
wait to welcome more people 
down.” 

The success of Ambience is 
thanks to recipes handed down 
throughout the years by the 
close-knit family, who have a 
passion for sharing the food 
they know and love with others. 
Their enthusiasm has encour¬ 
aged many residents of south 
west London to bring the taste 
of Turkish into their living 
rooms. 

Food has always played a 
large part in owner Mr 
Ozdemir’s life. 

He said: “I was always the 
favourite friend at school, with 


UK fundraising manager, said: 
“The London Marathon is an 
amazing event to be a part of. 
The months of training and ded¬ 
ication from Kimberley will be 
turned in April into a one-of-a- 
kind way to see London at its 
best. Together with the rest of 
Team Diabetes UK they will 
raise vital funds to help people 
living with diabetes. 

“Every penny raised will help 
us to support the 3.5 million 
people diagnosed with diabetes 
in the UK so please give gener¬ 


ously to back Kimberley and 
support her amazing effort.” 

If you have a place in the 
London Marathon but haven’t 
selected a charity yet, email 
events .fundraising @ diabetes .org .uk 

To find out more about sign¬ 
ing up to future fundraising 
events for Diabetes UK, visit 
www.diabetes .org.uk/London- 
Marathon or call the events 
fundraising team on 0345 123 
2399. To sponsor Kimberley 
visit www.justgiving.com/KIM- 
BERLEY-SALT 


■ RACE DATE: Kimberley Salt is 
to run the London Marathon 


all my friends wanting to come 
round and have mum’s food. 
We had food falling off the table 
and it would be recipes they 
weren’t used to - they could 
never get enough.” 

Leeds haunt Thai Sabai took 
second place, boasting recipes 
brought over directly from 
Southeast Asia by head chef 
Jury, while Cafe Zecchino in 
Glasgow landed third place. 

To crown the winners hun- 
gryhouse listened to the public 
and what they have been enjoy¬ 
ing over the last twelve months, 
as opposed to crown the win¬ 
ning restaurants through a panel 
of judges. 

Other London takeaways to 
feature in the top ten were Good 
Earth, Chinese (Chelsea); Pe- 
santissimo, Italian (Chalk Farm) 
and Saki, Sushi (Queens Park, 
London). 
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Red carpet for our war heroes 



A SEA of red remem¬ 
brance will meet The 
Queen when she at¬ 
tends this year’s Chelsea 
Flower Show as it marks 
Her Majesty’s 90th birthday 
with one of the most spec¬ 
tacular exhibits in its his¬ 
tory, writes Geoff Baker. 

The centrepiece of the show at 
the Royal Chelsea Hospital will 
be a magnificent display of tens 
of thousands of red poppies, 
knitted and crocheted by a grass¬ 
roots community movement 
started by two Australian women 
in memory of their fathers who 
fought in the Second World War. 

Initially, Margaret Knight and 
Lynn Berry wanted to crochet 
120 poppies to lay at a war me¬ 
morial in Melbourne to mark the 
centenary of Anzac Day in 2015.- 
But the idea captured the hearts 
and enthusiasm of the public and 
working with award-winning 
landscape designer Philip John¬ 
son, a tremendous display of 
more than 300,000 poppies was 
laid down in Federation Square. 

Now there are even more pop¬ 
pies and they will now be in¬ 
stalled by Johnson’s team on the 
walkway to the flower show as 
Chelsea pulls the stops out to 
make The Queen’s 52nd visit to 
the show the most dazzling of 


I TIDE OF EMOTION: An artist's impression of how the display of knitted and crocheted poppies will look 


her lifetime, with the creation of 
a huge floral arch at the Bullring 
entrance, an exhibition of photo¬ 
graphs of Her Majesty’s many 
visits and numerous other ex¬ 


hibits with the royal birthday 
theme. 

But the star of the show is ex¬ 
pected to be the woollen poppies, 
which follow the installations of 
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the Blood Swept Lands and 
Seas of Red ceramic poppies 
which moved the nation and 
the world when they were cre¬ 
ated for the display at the 
Tower of London in 2014. 

“We are working at a fever¬ 
ish pace to make sure the in¬ 
stallation is perfect for its 
unveiling to the world in May. 
I feel incredibly privileged to 
be doing this,” said Lynn 
Berry. “There are so many ele¬ 
ments to the project. There is of 
course the poppy, or many 
thousands of poppies, supplied 
by a remarkable community 
aged from two to 102 from 
many different cultures, inter¬ 
est groups, community groups, 
schools, libraries, retirement 
villages and so on. 

“We could have stopped 
after Anzac Day. We achieved 
what we set out to do and it 
was magnificent. But we did¬ 


n’t. And so we have been 
working to create creating an¬ 
other work of art to be unveiled 
to the world at the Chelsea 
Flower Show. It’s another 
mammoth feat of superhuman 
endeavour. It sounds kind of 
epic and in many ways it is 
epic, representing thousands 
upon thousands upon thou¬ 
sands of woman and man 
hours. Teams of people work¬ 
ing harder than ever to create 
another masterpiece - to hon¬ 
our our heroes, our loved ones, 
our families, our friends. 

“This tiny personal project 
started out to pay tribute to my 
gorgeous dad Wal Beasley and 
Marg’s wonderful dad Stan 
Knight, who were our personal 
heroes. But that is just one 
story of a project that is rich in 
stories. Every single contribu¬ 
tor has done so for their own 
reasons, personal and private 


and or shared with the commu¬ 
nity at large. The dedications 
are a testament to that. Every¬ 
one has a story behind their 
poppies. I love that.” 

“The field of poppies will be 
breathtaking,” said a 
spokesman for the Chelsea 
Flower Show. 

“Philip Johnson’s beautiful 
exhibit will use 300,000 indi¬ 
vidually-crocheted poppies that 
will cover more than 2,000 
square metres of the grounds of 
the Royal Hospital. 

“The Chelsea tribute will ho¬ 
nour all of the Commonwealth 
servicemen and women, who 
have fought across all wars, 
conflicts and peacekeeping op¬ 
erations over the last 100 years. 
This is the first time that the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show has 
connected into the grounds of 
the Royal Hospital Chelsea in 
such a dramatic way.” 


Courageous Prince to do 
battle with stinking willy 


FARMERS’ hero Prince 
Charles has again won thanks 
from landworkers for leading a 
new campaign against the 
threat of stinking willy, or rag¬ 
wort as it is more politely 
known. 

The Prince has prompted the 
Government’s adviser for the 
natural environment in Eng¬ 
land to mobilise against the in¬ 
vasion of the common yellow 
wild flower which also goes 
under the aliases of canker- 
wort, benweed and stagger- 
wort. 

Following a series of letters 
from Prince Charles asking 
Natural England what plans it 
had to stem the alarming 


spread of the reeking weed, 
which is poisonous to many an¬ 
imals, the nature and landscape 
protectorate is to launch a drive 
to publicise “better manage¬ 
ment of the highways and em¬ 
bankments” and get ragwort 
ripped up. 

Although the weed provides 
a home and food source for at 
least 77 species of insects, it is 
a big worry to farmers as it will 
easily kill a cow or fell a horse. 

Fearing that there was insuf¬ 
ficient awareness of the plant’s 
poisonous dangers to cattle and 
other livestock, the Prince has 
been lobbying Natural England 
to face the threat and now the 
quango is to change its staff 


training programme so that the 
menace of the ponging flower 
is tackled, winning Charles the 
praise and gratitude of the Ten¬ 
ant Farmers’ Association and 
the Country Land 
and Business 
Association, 
gladdened 
that they 
have a 
champion 
who will 
take on the 
bureaucrats. 

■ COUNTRY 
CAMPAIGNER: 

Prince Charles 
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William to 
shine some 
light into 
dark world 
of men’s 
mental 
health 

L 





BY GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

EVERY two hours of 
every day one man in the 
UK will take his own life. 

That is the shocking statistic 
that shamefully sums up the 
misery for many of the men liv¬ 
ing in Britain today. 

Some will be bankers, others 
students, others young men in 
prison and others firemen and 
police officers. Some others are 
ex-soldiers, some are farmers, 
some homeless, some medics. 
All of them have just had 
enough of just too much; de¬ 
pression, poverty, stress and of 
the constantly-forlom hope that 
one day things will get better. 

Suicide is now the biggest 
killer of young men aged be¬ 
tween 20 and 45, according to 
sad figures compiled by the 
Campaign Against Living Mis¬ 
erably [Calm]. In 2014, there 
were 4,623 male suicides in 
Britain; 88 a week, 12 a day. 

The problem is everywhere; 
last year the British Medical As¬ 
sociation expressed its shock 
that one in seven medical stu¬ 
dents has considered suicide 
during the course of their stud¬ 
ies. 

In the same year the Police 
Federation and the Fire 
Brigades Union announced their 
deep concern that suicides 
among officers and firefighters 
are on the increase as the mental 
health of emergency services 
workers worsens. 

Last year too, more than 30 
suicide prevention charities 
warned the Government that not 
enough is being done to tackle 
the growing problem of young 
men taking their own life. 

Jane Powell, chief executive 
of Calm, said there was “no ef¬ 



fort to get a handle on the scale 
of the issue, no support for the 
suicidal”. 

She added: “The figures stay 
the same because nationally we 
don’t do anything about it. We 
don’t look at the position of men 
in society - we might know that 
more men take their lives, but 
this isn’t taken into considera¬ 
tion. 

“We don’t look at suicide pre¬ 
vention messages with men in 
mind, and certainly not with any 
level of sophistication. Putting a 
man holding his head on a 
leaflet isn’t going to work.” 

But what may help to work is 
the offer of a hand from Prince 
William - and his wife and his 
brother - to give the problem 
the greater awareness it needs. 

The Duke of Cambridge is re¬ 
ported to be set to front a cam¬ 
paign on mental health issues 
that affect young men, which is 
said to be readying for a launch 
in the spring. 

This could be key to getting 
the Government to pull its fin¬ 
ger out about addressing a great 
national concern. For although 
the young prince is no more a 
qualified expert on mental ill 
health than any other Tom, Dick 
or his brother Harry, what he 
and the other young royals bring 
to the table is the ability to gen¬ 
erate massive national and inter¬ 
national publicity. 

Like his revered mother be¬ 
fore him, William has the clout 
and the public status to bring the 
spotlight with him; when he 
talks, people listen, just as they 
did when Princess Diana 
changed public opinion with her 
subtle but caring campaigns on 
the issues of HIV/AIDs and 
land mines, and just as they 
have to the admirable good in¬ 
tentions that lie behind the for- 


and honestly made on the issues 
of child mental health and vul¬ 
nerable children, through the 
stand that Harry is making to 
help the problem afflicting ex- 
Servicemen and women, it is 
all helping hugely to generate 
massive news coverage and 
thereby draw attention to key 
issues in Britain today.” 

At a time when Labour sup¬ 
porters in the, ironically, 
Royal Borough of Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea have joined 
the Republic brigade to have 
done with the royals, for the 
first family to be turfed out of 
Kensington Palace and be re¬ 
duced to the leisurely but so¬ 


cially-inactive role of other rich 
people, the loss of their crucial 
role as spokesman for the needy 
is incalculable. 

Who would pay as much at¬ 
tention if it was the Leader of 
the Opposition making a stand, 
as William and Kate did for 
much of last year, on child men¬ 
tal health problems? How many 
action-prompting headlines 
would be generated if Repub¬ 
lic’s CEO and mouthpiece Gra¬ 
ham Smith made a stand on 
young men’s suicide? 

The answer to that is very 
few and important attention 
would be lost as the majority 
asked, “Graham who?” 



■ ROYAL ROLES: The 
Duchess of Cambridge and 
Prince Harry are joining 
Prince William in bringing 
publicity to the nation's need 
for greater awareness of 
mental health issues 

mation of his father’s Prince’s 
Trust. 

“It is important to consider 
the impact of the ambassadorial 
role that the young royals have 
with things that matter,” said 
one royal watcher. 

“Through his work already 
for the homeless and Centre- 
point, through the stand that 
both he and Kate have recently 



LIVING 

miserably 

CALM 


Where to 
see a royal 


FULL details of events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many 
members of the Royal Family are 
available from the official website 
www.royal.gov.uk but here's their 
schedule for the week ahead 

March 8 

■ The Queen, accompanied by 
The Prince of Wales, will visit The 
Prince's Trust Kennington Centre, 
Cranmer Road SW9. 

■ The Princess Royal will open a 
new Nuclear Medicine Single 
Photon Emission Computed 
Tomography X-ray Department at 
the Hillingdon Hospital, Pield 
Heath Road, Uxbridge. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 
Chancellor, University of London, 
will attend the International 
Programmes Graduation 
Ceremony at the Barbican Centre. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester, as 
President, Public Monuments and 
Sculpture Association, will attend 
the Exhibition Out There: Our Post- 
War Public Art at Somerset House. 

March 9 

■ The Princess Royal, as Renter 
Warden, the Fishmongers' 
Company, will attend a Court 
Dinner for Masters and Clerks of 
the Great Twelve Livery 
Companies, Fishmongers'Hall, 
London Bridge. 

■ The Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester will attend a Lecture 
entitled Kings In Exile: The 
Residences of French Royal and 
Imperial Exiles in Britain, 1875 to 
1920, at Stationers Hall, Ave Maria 
Lane EC4. 

March 10 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Freeman and Liveryman, the 
Fishmongers' Company, will 
attend a Court Lunch at 
Fishmongers'Hall, London Bridge. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Patron, 
the ButlerTrust, will hold the 
Annual Awards Ceremony at St 
James's Palace. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Renter 
Warden, the Fishmongers' 
Company, will attend a 
Committee of Wardens Meeting, 
a General Court Meeting and a 
Luncheon at Fishmongers'Hall, 
London Bridge. 

■ The Duke of Gloucester, as 
Patron, Construction Youth Trust, 
will present The Duke of 
Gloucester's Young Achievers 
Awards at the Under Globe, 21 
New Globe Walk, Bankside. 

March 14 

■ The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh will attend the 
Commonwealth Observance at 
Westminster Abbey. 

■ The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh will attend the 
Commonwealth-Secretary's 
General Reception at 
Marlborough House. 

■ The Duke of Kent, as Colonel, 
Scots Guards will host a Dinner at 
The Queen's Guard Officers'Mess, 
St James's Palace for the 
Clothworkers' Guild. 

March 15 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh, as 

Patron, The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award, will attend Receptions for 
young people who have achieved 
the Gold Standard in the Award, 
at St James's Palace. 

■ The Countess of Wessex, as 
Patron,Tomorrow's People, will 
attend a Women of Achievement 
Lunch at the Caledonian Club, 
Halkin Street. 

■ The Countess of Wessex, as 

Patron, Greater London Fund for 
the Blind, will open the Geranium 
Shop, 269 Kensington High 
Street. 

■ The Princess Royal, as Royal 
Honorary Colonel, University of 
London Officers'Training Corps, 
will attend a Dinner at Yeomanry 
House, Handel Street WC1. 

■ The Princess Royal, as 
Commandant-in-Chief (Youth), St 
John Ambulance, will hold a First 
Aid Champions Reception at 
Buckingham Palace. 
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Capital nights 


EDITED BY GEOFF BAKER 


I S there anybody in the whole of 
the London theatre scene who 
isn’t appearing in the BBC’s 
month-long celebration of 
Shakespeare this year? The line-up 
reads like a bill for Thesp Aid. 

Dame Judi Dench, Sir Ian 
McKellen, Joseph Fiennes, Ian 
Bostridge, Rufus Wainwright, Tim 
Minchin, A1 Murray, Meera Syal, 
Alison Moyet, Sanjeev Bhaskar, 

Paapa Essiedu, Pippa Nixon, 
Alexandra Gilbreath, Noma 
Dumezweni, The Royal Ballet, 

English National Opera, Birmingham 
Royal Ballet, and The Orchestra of the 
Swan are among the cast of the 
lifetime who will join David Tennant, 
as he hosts a live TV celebration, 
from the Royal Shakespeare Company 
HQ in Stratford to mark the 400th 
anniversary of Shakespeare’s death. 

Shakespeare Live! From The RSC 
will be broadcast on BBC Two next 
month and is part of the BBC 
Shakespeare Festival 2016, which the 
BBC says will see the Corporation use 
“the full range of its services - local, 
national and global - to make 
Shakespeare irresistible to everyone”. 

But wait, there’s even more in the 
company for this Bard blast yet. Also 
pitching in will be Maxine Peake, 

Matt Lucas, Bernard Cribbins, Elaine 
Paige and Richard Wilson, who will 
appear in a new take of A Midsummer 
Night s Dream, created by Russell T 
Davies. 

And there’s more. 

Also confirmed are Harry Enfield, 
Emmerdale s Paula Wilcox, Liza 
Tarbuck, Raised By Wolves ’ Helen 
Monks, Game of Thrones ’ Gemma 
Whelan, Saturday Night Dinner s 
Mark Heap, Big School s Steve Speirs, 
Toast Of London s Tim Downie, 

Peaky Blinders ’Dominic Coleman, 
Big Babies ’ Spencer Jones and 
Grownups ’ Rob Rouse, all of whom 
will be appearing in Upstart Crow - a 
six-part series about the life of 
William Shakespeare which will star 
David Mitchell as the man himself. 

Upstart Crow is written by Ben 
Elton and will be set in 1592 at the 
beginning of Shakespeare’s career. 

“The series will focus on both 
Will’s family and professional life and 
include the surprising stories of where 
many of his ideas came from. Also 
featured are his wife Anne and his 


Welcome to 
the British 
Bardcasting 
Corporation 



■ STARS ARE OUT FOR 
SHAKESPEARE: The BBC has lined 
up Dame Judi Dench, Matt Lucas 
and David Mitchell - among 
others - to pay tribute to the Bard 

extended family, his servant Bottom, 
his friends Kate and Marlowe, his 
theatrical troupe, and his rival Robert 
Green,” says the BBC. 

“In the series, Will finds inspiration 
for Romeo from an unlikely source; 
mislays a nearly treasonous 
masterpiece; gets tricked into a very 
embarrassing pair of tights; has a spot 
of bother with the wife over some 


sonnets; meets three witches who 
predict great things for him; and 
borrows some money on some rather 
unusual conditions.” 

“I’m delighted to be playing 
England’s greatest bard at this 
difficult time for bards everywhere. 
You just try getting work as a bard 
these days. It’s virtually impossible,” 
quips Mitchell. 

Ben Elton added: “I have tried very 
hard to think myself into 
Shakespeare’s creative world, 
writing only with a small 
chicken feather and 
not changing my 
underpants for a 
year”, raising 
hopes that the 
jokes for his 
glittering 
production 
will be better 
than that. 



• It 


r ILL the greatest rock and roll 
band in the world finally win 
the record for the greatest 
rock and roll gig in the world when 
The Rolling Stones play their first 
show in Havana on March 25? 

With a Cuban population of just 11 
million, even the Stones will be up 
against it to draw the more than 4.2 
million who were estimated to have 
watched Rod Stewart on the beach in 
Rio in 1994. But with the Stones 
making this a free gig, you never 
know. 

On the other hand, with most of the 
island reportedly wanting to witness 
this once-in-a-lifetime event, the 
previously-banned-from-Cuba Stones 
may be forced by security chiefs to 
limit the gig's capacity for fear of 
inciting the riot of all riots. 

London Stones fans who fancy 
nipping over to catch the historic 
event should be prepared to shell out 
a bit more than nothing; return flights 
to Havana start at £1,250 in economy 
and a couple of nights at Cuba's top 
digs, the Hotel Saratoga where the 
Stones will doubtless be staying, will 
take the bill to more than £1,500. 

Alternatively, they could just wait a 
bit - as the whole event will be filmed 
for a movie release later this year. 



■ COURT IN THE ACT: Garfunkel 

T HE Hampton Court Palace 
Festival has now added Art 
Garfunkel to the bill of this 
year's glittering event. 

Paul Simon's beautifully-voiced 
other half will perform at the festival 
on June 22, singing hits from the 
ever-popular Simon & Garfunkel 
repertoire, along with his songs from 
his solo collection, like Bright Eyes. 

He will join other world-renowned 
artists to perform in Henry Vlll's Tudor 
courtyard from June 8 to 23, 
including: SirTom Jones, who will 
kick off the event and perform two 
further concerts on June 15 and 16, 
ten-time Grammy award-winner 
George Benson, vocal legend Van 
Morrison, Katherine Jenkins and her 
tribute to the Queen's 90th birthday, 
pop queen Anastacia, Jools Holland 
and his Rhythm & Blues Orchestra, 
multi-platinum-selling artist Caro 
Emerald and the fanfare and 
fireworks with the Royal 
Philharmonic Concert Orchestra. 


Could sexy Sabrina put The Archers back on target? 


B BC chiefs fearful that the recent 
“Albert Squaring” of The Archers 
has turned off too many listeners 
who are sick to high heaven of enduring 
the grotesque wife-bullying plot are 
looking for a new character to join the 
show and lighten the gloom at 
Ambridge. 

Cue Sabrina Thwaite? 

Sabrina, pictured, described by the BBC 
as “the super-fit yummy mummy”, has 
been the saucy talk of the village for 
years - but only the saucy talk as the 
soap’s bosses have never let her be heard 
by the saga’s six million fans. 

But now we hear that the silent 
character is to be cast and heard at last, 


in order to provide a seductive 
distraction from the disastrous Rob and 
Helen Titchener storyline, which has 
become so dark and sinister that many 
stalwart listeners have switched off. 

Although the mental abuse of Helen 
by the psychopathic Rob has generated 
news headlines for The Archers and has 
justified the aim of controversial editor 
Sean O’Connor for the soap to have a 
social function - i.e. warn the public of 
the vile forms that domestic bullying can 
take - it has caused despair and dismay 
among long-time fans who want 
charming country stories and not Cathy 
Come Home. Clearly the merciless 
bullying of Helen has done some good 


in that it has caused The Archers ’ fan 
club to donate more than £60,000 so far 
to Refuge, the charity which supports 
the thousands of women and children 
who live in fear of domestic violence 
and abuse. Refuge stands to deservedly 
benefit even more in September, when 
the cash-in BBC will be releasing 
The Story Of Rob and Helen CD 
and audiobook, from which it is 
hoped that some - if not all - 
profits will be donated to the 
crucially-important charity. But 
the country soap was not 
meant to be Panorama and 
there is now much 
concern that The 



Archers has gone too far with its 
campaigning, however admirable and 
necessary it is. However, now that 
O’Connor has shipped back to 
EastEnders to be as gritty and society- 
bettering as he likes, insiders say 

there are frantic plans behind 
the scenes to make The 
Archers “lighten up and stop 
soap-boxing”. The moles at 
The Bull say one favoured 
plan is to majorly expand the 
character of Sabrina, the wife 
of rich but tedious accountant 
Richard, who is thought to 
have all the attributes to 
become the new “cougar” 


of Ambridge; sexy, provocative and, one 
potential story idea suggests, entirely 
capable of a carry-on with one, or even 
two, of the younger male characters and 
more besides. Although Sabrina has 
never been heard, a Twitter account 
under her name - and distinctly non¬ 
farmer photograph - has been running 
for years and is believed to be the work 
of one of The Archers production team, 
who has had her regularly posting about 
her “magic knickers” - along with hints 
that she may enjoy “a bit of rough” with 
her long-time admirer Eddie Grundy. 

Eddie to cheat on Clarrie with 
Ambridge’s scarlet woman? That would 
boost the ratings. 
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I T’S been a long coming of age 
for indie pop heartthrobs the 
Mystery Jets - but it seems the 
musical maturation is finally 
complete. 

West London’s Eel Pie Island m 
have been the scene of the band’s 
opening act but after 13 years, five 
studio albums and a cycle of line-i 
reshuffles, the Jets have upped stic 
and gone intergalactic. 

Or so they would have us believ 
on their latest offering, Curve of th 
Earth, which features some of thei 
most melodramatic work to date. 

Singer Blaine Harrison, who 
turned 30 during the writing of the 
album, says its astrological themes 
aligned with his own thoughts on 
growing up. 

“When we released our first twc 
albums we were running around 
London like a pack of wolves, goii 
out with the wrong women and 
experiencing everything the city h; 
to offer,” he says. “We still love it 
but we have a sense of perspective 
about it all. 

“There are friends of mine who 
might be 10 years into doing 
something far more honourable 
and worthwhile than playing in a 
band and they’re starting to think 
about kids. 

“So on this album I’m asking 
where I fit into all of that, along 
with the feeling at the back of our 
mind about whether we can sustaii 
it forever ... do we have to get 
proper jobs?” 

Arriving on the crest of a wave 
the early 2000s alongside a glut of 
British guitar bands making rock 
music to dance to (Franz Ferdinand, 
The Futureheads, Razorlight), the 


I MUSICALLY AMBITIOUS: The Mystery Jets. Below left: their latest album. Curve of the Earth 


Jets channelled seductive teen indie 
with a fashionable edge of 80s glam 
pop. 

It was a winning 
combination that led to 
min or hits Two Doors 
Down and Half in Love 
with Elizabeth at the 
peak of their powers. 

But on Curve of the 
Earth, after a four-year 
break, Harrison and co 
are at their most 
musically ambitious. 

Some of the tracks, 
the singer reveals, were 
penned while looking 
out across the sea from a 


beach hut on the south coast. 
Although the songwriting escapade 
was almost struck by disaster. 

“I was there one time with my dad, 
going through some songs,” he 
recalls. “We were sitting watching the 
sea and very quickly noticed the 
waves were getting bigger and 
bigger. 

“Then the phone started ringing 
and it was relatives telling me to get 
out of there because there were flash 
floods coming - the worst seen in 
that part of England for 60 years, it 
turns out - and we just had enough 
time to pick up the guitar and rush to 
the nearest B&B. 

“It all started as pretty airy-fairy 


notions about the moon and ageing, 
and then ended up being shaped by 
the very real event of almost being 
washed away by the sea.” 

The band’s first UK gigs since the 
Radlands album tour included an 
electric performance at the Brixton 
Academy last month - a homecoming 
of sorts - and the band are back in 
London to headline the Goose Island 
312 Day beer festival at Hoxton 
Docks on Saturday, March 12. 


ON A 


ROLL: 


Stewart 


Lee 


Lee’s Comedy Vehicle on the road again 
but will his audience last the ride? 


L OVED and loathed in equal 
measure, few comedians can 
claim to divide opinion quite so 
sharply as Stewart Lee. 

His stand-up - delivered in the 
thinly-veiled guise of an embittered 
on-stage alter ego - is so heavily 
loaded with irony and deadpan wit 
that newcomers often find 
themselves flummoxed as to whether 
Lee is cruising or crashing. 

So unimpressed was Daily 
Telegraph critic Dominic Cavendish 


during a 2013 show in Leicester 
Square that he got up and left 
halfway through before penning an 
angry review condemning Lee's "toxic 
scorn". 

But that hasn't stopped the London 
comic who now collects his bad 
reviews in a page on his website - he 
even prints the very best ones on his 
own posters. 

"Whoever gave Stewart Lee a series 
with the word'comedy'in it should be 
shot," chortled one of theTwitterati. 


Biting back, Lee has used his shows 
to publically bad-mouth critics, 
celebrity enemies Jeremy Clarkson 
and Chris Moyles - as well as'popular' 
comics Michael McIntyre and the 
Russels Brand, Howard and Kane. 

And with his rambling, often 
bizarre, Observer columns, he has 
created a persona of sneery, 
intellectual liberalism that has at the 
same time enraptured his fans and 
alienated his denigrators. 

So comedy critics will no doubt be 


quaking in their boots when they sit 
down to write about the man who 
once warned: "No one is equipped to 
review me." 

When the latest instalment of Lee's 
Comedy Vehicle rolls onto TV screens 
this week, you can expect just as 
many outraged viewers calling for 
Lee's head as adoring fans hailing him 
a hero. 

■ Stewart Lee's Comedy Vehicle is on 
Thursday at 10pm, BBC Two. 


T HE new series of Made In Chelsea 
returns to the screen this month, 
with TV bosses promising "there is 
no doubt that series 11 will be 
different". What? There's not going to 
be anyone actually ordinary in it, is 
there? 

Sadly, it would seem not. The show's 
producers at Monkey TV have 
somehow resisted the temptation to 
sign up anyone from a Big Mac counter 
and instead has added newcomers 
Jessica Molly Dixon and Olivia Bentley 
to its line-up of the privileged. 

"Nineteen-year-old Jessica is a 
strong-willed lingerie entrepreneur," 
says E4, exciting curiosity about what 
constitutes strong-willed lingerie. 

"Having just moved in with Tiffany 
Watson, she is also friends with Toff, 
Jamie and Sam. Brutally honest, Jessica 
is used to the jet-set lifestyle, splitting 
her time between Monaco and LA with 
her parents who own a touring 
business for rock and pop bands." 

E4 added: "Outspoken and upfront 
twenty-year-old Olivia Bentley is a fine 
art photographer who specialises in 
nudes. A resident of King's Road during 
the week and Henley at the weekends, 
Olivia's great-great-great-grandfather 
was the founder of Bentley Motors. 
Confessing to being a tomboy, she also 
admits to having romantic history with 
Sam Thompson." 

So, no actual difference then? 

On the contrary, says Sarah 
Dillistone, Executive Producer for 
Monkey. 

"There is no doubt series 11 will be 
different - it's the first time we've had 
five couples on the show. Giving fans a 
real insight into the ups and downs of 
our cast's relationships, the series 
promises love, tension and of course 
the drama that everyone tunes in for. 
But with any series of Chelsea, anything 
could happen; will we even have one 
couple by the end?" 

The nation waits agog. 

T HOSE chaps at The Times really 
ought to try taking more tobacco 
with it. The Thunderer recently 
shocked Kensington residents by 
announcing that the V&A's 
forthcoming exhibition of Records & 
Rebels of The Sixties would involve an 
experience that will "replicate the 
effects of LSD". 

But before the excellent museum's 
many friends cancel bookings for the 
September event from fear that they 
may freak out and "get the horrors", we 
are assured that there is no danger of 
anyone being made to see lizards on 
the walls at the You Say You Want A 
Revolution show. 

Although light shows, videos and 
high-tech head sets will work together 
to give visitors the "immersive 
experience" of being at a Sixties 
"happening", a V&A spokeswoman said 
"it will not feel like you have just 
dropped a tab of acid". 

However, the show will gloriously 
feature the music and artefacts of 
many who did. Among the 350 objects 
to be on display will be Jimi Hendrix's 
guitar, Mick Jagger's stage costumes 
and George Harrison's uniform donned 
for The Beatles' Sgt Pepper album. The 
music for the show will be taken from 
John Peel's personal record collection, 
thus making it the best soundtrack in 
town. 
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Talk of the town 


The Rocky Horror Show ***** 

S HAMEFULLY, my 
trip to the New Wim¬ 
bledon Theatre 
marked my first ever visit to 
The Rocky Horror Show, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

The film version frightened 
me when I was a child and so 
I’ve shunned the classic musical 
ever since. 

But if the current touring pro¬ 
duction is anything to go by 
however, I’ve spent the last 30 
years missing out on the most 
joyful theatrical experience - and 
so will endeavour to see the mad¬ 
cap musical many more times in 
the future. 

Written by Richard O’Brien, 
the show started its life at the 


Oh joy! Rocky’s a 
sheer delight, not 
a horror at all 


Royal Court in 1973 and is 
couched as a tribute to the early 
science fiction and horror B 
movies. The ground-breaking 
comedy style of the piece has 
since paved the way for the likes 
of The Book of Mormon and Av¬ 
enue Q, which possibly wouldn’t 
exist had it not been for The 
Rocky Horror Show. 

Such is the draw of Rocky, 



fans follow the production 
around the country, attend in full 
costume and even have their own 
hilarious script for when the 
fourth wall is momentarily re¬ 
moved at various points along 
the way. 

Seasoned stand-up comic 
Steve Punt is on hand as the mas¬ 
ter of ceremonies to attempt to 
keep the audience participation 
in check. Punt handles the bar¬ 
racking with a quick-witted ban¬ 
ter, which maintains the 
momentum of the show but al¬ 
lows the fans to feel as if they 
are part of the process, often 
with mirthful results. 

The story follows an inno¬ 
cent couple called Brad and 
Janet who, after getting caught 
in a storm, find themselves at 
the home of a transvestite in¬ 
ventor whose latest creation is 
about to be bom. 

The Frankenstein-like ar¬ 
chitect, Frank N Furter, is 
played by Liam Tamne who is 
a revelation as the libidinous 
rogue, giving the virginal 
couple their first taste of the 
forbidden fruits. Hugely 



wanted 


Every day we save good food from going to waste. 
Help us to get it to the people who need it most. 

Volunteer with us in SE London 
Drivers and food sorters needed 
www.fareshare.org.uk/foodheroes 

fslondon@fareshare.org.uk | 020 7394 2473 


w 


Fa re Share 



funny, ravishingly racey and 
with a glorious voice, Tamne 
commands the stage and, quite 
rightly, completely steals the 
show. 

His nubile subjects, Brad 
(Ben Freeman) and Janet 
(Diana Vickers), are absolutely 
adorable as the cutesy be¬ 
trothed pair. Vickers plays the 
virtuous Janet perfectly, with 
sumptuous vocal clarity and a 
delightful wide eyed inno¬ 
cence, with Freeman’s nerdy 
Brad, physically and facially 
totally on point. 

His Once in a While show¬ 
cases his soaring tenor voice 
while allowing the former Em- 
merdale star to enjoy some 
well timed deadpan. 

The eponymous creation, 
Rocky (Dominic Anderson) is 
mesmerising as the manmade 
man with shimmering pec¬ 
torals, glistening glutes and a 
favourably fluid delivery, while 
Kristian Lavercombe and Kay 
Murphy are deliriously das- 


■ FULL ON: Rocky's traditional party atmosphere is totally 
absorbing. Main picture: Ben Freeman and Diana Vickers get 
to grips with their new-found sexual freedom 

tardly as Riff Raff and Ma- by the rapturous audience. 


genta. 

With a fantastic supporting 
cast, impressive design and 
simply wonderful music, the 
opening night at The New 
Wimbledon had a party atmos¬ 
phere and was greeted with a 
well deserved standing ovation 


The show, that is immensely 
pleasing both on the eye and 
the ear, is filled with fantastic 
performances from all the char¬ 
acters involved. 

Yes, I could quite happily do 
The Time Warp again and 
again. 
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My life with a 
comedy legend 


■ FAMILY FAVOURITES: Chris Lemmon gets a feel for music with his 
famous father, the comedy actor Jack 


T HE recent Academy Awards saw Leonardo 
DiCaprio finally scoop the prize in the 
Best Actor category after his sixth attempt, 
but he’s in good company, writes Nicky Sweet- 
land. 

Many esteemed performers before him have also taken 
knock-backs before eventually winning the coveted ac¬ 
colade. One such legend is about to be immortalised by 
a new West End play which will see his son take to the 
stage in an affectionate and intimate portrayal of his life 
with an icon. The show is entitled^ Twist of Lemmon and 
charts the relationship between the eventual Oscar-win¬ 
ning actor Jack Lemmon and his family, in particular his 
son Chris - who I spoke to at his New England home a 
few weeks ago. 

The play is based on a book of memoirs which Chris 
had published in 2006. The success of the book, which 
has a foreword by Kevin Spacey, who credits Lemmon 
as the inspiration for his acting career, spawned a book 
tour which then led to the stage adaptation. Lemmon jun¬ 
ior tells Jack’s story in his father’s voice and chronicles 
his life from birth until his death in 2001 at the age of 76. 

Chris tells me: “The show is obviously enormously 
special to me, you know, it’s a whole kind of a life state¬ 
ment and something that I’ve spent years and years de¬ 
veloping and working and trying to get just right. Now I 
think we’re pretty close. I think we’re there and so I’m 
taking a huge plunge and I’m bringing it to what I con¬ 
sider to be the most discerning theatrical audience there 
in London and with my fingers crossed in the hope that 
you all like it.” 

Chris is a decorated performer in his own right, 
having trained classically as a musician - and has 
appeared in more than 


Advertisement feature 


Tariq Halal, Hailed as the Harrods of Meat, 
Wins Butcher’s Shop of the Year Award 2015 

Known for providing customers with top quality, fresh, chilled & frozen Halal 
meat all over Europe for more than 50 years now, Tariq Halal successfully bags 
Butcher’s Shop of the Year Award 


T ariq Halal, founded on the 
mission to provide top 
quality, fresh and hygienic 
Halal meat with superior 
customer experience, first opened ' 
its doors to meat lovers in 1965. 

It’s been 50 years now, and even 
today, Tariq Halal continues to be 
the leading and go-to Halal meat 
specialist for customers all over 
Europe; catering to an average 1500 customers per 
day. Tariq Halal is the first meat franchise in the UK 
offering a unique proposition; fresh Halal meat 
products in the best condition and at a good price. 
The company’s hard-work, dedication, strong 
commitment towards its customers and passion to 
supply them with quality Halal meat, combined with 
an excellent shopping experience, has earned them 
the Butcher’s Shop of the Year Award 2015. 

Super-excited and over¬ 
whelmed at winning the 
award, Mr. Tariq Sheikh, 
the CEO of Tariq Halal, 
had this to say, “My staff 
and I are honoured at 
winning this prestigious 
award. For us, this is not 
just an award; it’s 
recognition of our 
persistent efforts and 
commitment to provide our customers with quality 
meat and shopping experiences. In fact, this award 
will fuel our performance even more as we continue 
to delight our customers with quality all the way.” 
Tariq Halal supplies and sells a large selection of 
Halal meat products, ranging from fresh, frozen, 
offal, marinated and chilled meat to a wide customer 
base including multiple retailers, butchers, 
wholesalers, cash & carry as well as their own 
franchises. 

Mr. Tariq further added and said, “There are many 
factors that help us meet and supersede our 
customers’ expectations and deliver them quality 
products each and every time without any 
compromise, including the fact that we source our 


meats, herbs and spices from the most accredited and 
leading suppliers in the UK/EU and use only pure 
and quality ingredients. We partner with suppliers 
who share the same values as us, to provide quality 
products and serve our customers with integrity.” 
Another factor that he mentioned that sets Tariq 
Halal apart from its contemporaries was the 
hygienically controlled environment under which the 
frozen food is prepared and stored to be sold by the 
company He stated that the condition is controlled 
and monitored 24 hours a day. Furthermore, unlike 
other companies, their frozen food is of great quality, 
Halal and based on original home cooked recipes, so 
customers away from home can enjoy the same taste 
in food that they had back home. 

Additionally, their store quality and ambience helps 
them deliver an excellent meat shopping experience 
like no other and they want this experience to be 
enjoyed by a maximum number of customers. Mr. 
Tariq expanded upon this by saying, “We want Halal 
and hygienic meat to be available to customers 
readily and easily and this is exactly why we are 
expanding our market outreach rapidly. We are the 
fastest growing chain of Halal butchers, providing 
many franchise opportunities.” 

About The Company 
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Founded in 1965, Tariq Halal is a family owned 
business operated by Mr. Tariq Sheikh. The company 
is committed to providing customers all over Europe 
with the highest quality, fresh and hygienic Halal 
meat with an excellent customer experience. The 
company has an average of 1500 customers per day 
and continues to expand its reach across London 
rapidly. 

Contact Details 

Address: 259 Water Road, Wembley, 

London, HA0 1HX 

Email: info@tariqhalalmeats.com 
Tel: +44 (0) 208 908 9440 


25 feature films. His 
acting career never 
reached the dizzy 
heights of his father’s 
however, whose fil¬ 
mography reads like a 
top ten of the 1950s 
and 60s. Jack Lemmon 
was part of the golden 
age of film and counted 
Marilyn Monroe and 
Walter Matthau as con¬ 
temporaries. Chris re¬ 
members glamorous 
showbiz parties at his fa¬ 
ther’s house in Holly¬ 
wood where the likes of 
James Cagney, Gregory 
Peck, Shirley McLain, 
James Stewart and Billy 
Wilder would while away 
the evenings. 

The show was first 
toured in the US as part of the 
preparation process and Chris 
has made some notable 
changes for the London audi¬ 
ences which include the addi¬ 
tion of an interval. 

“In the course of making it 
into a two-act play I think I’ve 
really made a major improve¬ 
ment in the narrative structure 
of the play itself, so it’s turned 


I THAT'S MY BOY: Chris 
Lemmon with his father 
Jack's Oscar and on set, top 

out to be a win win situation.” 

The writer was obviously 
very close to his father but 
there is no doubt Jack Lemmon 
put his career first and family 
second. Their relationship is 
the focal point for this ex¬ 
tremely moving story but Chris 


is also keen to examine 
the humorous aspect, for 
which Jack Lemmon is 
perhaps most well 
known. 

“He was awfully 
funny wasn’t he? I 
think even more so off 
screen than he was on, 
so it’s very funny. The 
whole point of it is, 
make them laugh, 
make them cry all at 
the same time. Pop re¬ 
ally believed, what 
was his famous line? 
‘Drama’s hard, com¬ 
edy’s harder and 
being funny in a 
drama is the hardest 
thing of all’. 

“That’s what I at¬ 
tempt to do and I’ve 
been told by reviewers and au¬ 
dience members alike that I’m 
succeeding, (laughs). He was a 
human leprechaun and it was 
my duty to reflect that. He was 
just so much fun and being 
around him, he was just infec¬ 
tious.” 

A Twist of Lemmon runs at 
the St James Studio from June 
1. For more details visit the 
website stjamestheatre.co.uk 


■ FULL casting has been announced 
for the much anticipated West End 
production of Doctor Faustus. 

Game of Thrones heart-throb Kit 
Harington, pictured, plays the title 
role in The Jamie Lloyd Company's 
production, which has also 
announced a three-week extension 
due to an unprecedented demand for 
tickets. This anarchic version of 
Doctor Faustus will run at the Duke of 
York's Theatre, London, from April 9. 
Directed by Jamie Lloyd, Christopher 
Marlowe's masterwork, with two acts 
written by Colin Teevan, is now 


booking until 
Saturday June 25. 

With Teevan's darkly 
comic scenes 
replacing the extant 
middle acts (widely 
believed not to have 
been written by Marlowe), 
the story of this 400-year- 
old play will be transported 
to a celebrity-obsessed society 
greed and instant gratification, 
offering a fresh perspective that 
chimes with our times. 
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Outhwaite and Seagrove to 
star in Ayckbourn comedy 


TAMZIN Outhwaite, 
Nicholas Le Prevost and 
Jenny Seagrove are to star in 
How the Other Half Loves in 
the West End. 

They are joined by Gillian 
Wright, Jason Merrells and 
Matthew Cottle in the Alan 
Ayckbourn comedy, which 
opens at the Theatre Royal 
Haymarket later this month. 

It runs from March 23 to 
June 25, with press night on 
March 31. 

The play, which is being 
revived in the West End for 
the first time since its 1970 
premiere, will be directed by 
Alan Strachan and produced 
by Bill Kenwright. 

Set and costumes are by 
Julie Godfrey, with lighting 
by Jason Taylor and sound 
by Dan Samson. 

■ Croydon arts centre Fair- 
field Halls is to close for two 


years to allow for a £30 mil¬ 
lion transformation of the 
building and site. 

The venue’s managing 
charity, Fairfield, has now 
agreed to proposals put for¬ 
ward by Croydon Council 
last year, which will see a 
full refurbishment of the 
1,800-seat concert hall and 
the creation of new, adapt¬ 
able spaces for theatre and 
other performances. 

In order for work to go 
ahead, Fairfield Halls will 
close on July 15 for two 
years, and is expected to re¬ 
open again in summer 2018. 

Fairfield had previously 
favoured a phased develop¬ 
ment, which would have al¬ 
lowed the building to remain 
open and performances to 
continue throughout im¬ 
provement works to the 
building. 


FAIRFIELD 

HALLS 


Chicago **** 

New Wimbledon Theatre 

R IGHT from the out¬ 
set, I must confess 
to being a big fan of 
Chicago the musical, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

I’ve seen it a number of 
times and even know the Hun¬ 
garian verse of the Cell Block 
Tango, so when I found out the 
tour was coming to town, I hur¬ 
ried to the New Wimbledon 
Theatre with a huge amount of 
anticipation. 

The production boasts an all 
star cast with X Factor winner 
Sam Bailey as prison warden 
Matron Mama Morton, 
Celebrity Big Brother house¬ 
mate John Partridge as the 
suave Billy Flynn and former 
Coronation Street star Hayley 
Tamadon, who plays the lead¬ 
ing role as tricksy murderess 
Roxi Hart. 

Chicago is the type of show 
which divides audiences. Its 
simple design and sleek cos¬ 
tumes can leave some searching 
for something more. I feel, 
however, the classic musical, 
based on the play of the same 
name by Maureen Dallas 
Watkins, a reporter who wrote 
about the colourful criminals 
she came across as part of her 
journalistic career, needs no ac¬ 
coutrements and instead relies 


■ POWER PLAY: John Partridge, Hayley Tamaddon and Sam Bailey to star in Chicago, the musical 

It’s my kind 
of musical 


on the great music, potent danc¬ 
ing and an engaging story. 

Tamadon plays the good time 
girl Roxi, whose dull marriage 
forces her 


S' 


■ FAVOURITE: The New 
Wimbledon Theatre 


to search for more excitement 
in a town where jazz and liquor 
are the standard currency. 

The former soap actress 
brings some lovely cheek and 
vigour to the role alongside So¬ 
phie Carmen-Jones, who plays 
her nemesis, another merry 
murderess, Velma Kelly. Car- 
men-Jones gives an added vul¬ 
nerability to the cunning 
convict and shines with her 
gutsy, I Can ’t Do it Alone. 

Charged with getting the pair 
released from the clink, Par¬ 
tridge as the sleazy lawyer Billy 
Flynn gives a good account and 
former real life prison warden 
Bailey is masterful as the 
crooked custodian. 

As is expected from the 
Chicago brand, the choreogra¬ 
phy and music are really top 
notch, with songs like All That 


Jazz and All I Care About lifting 
the audience into an excited 
frenzy and giving the musical 
that patented, humorous, 
tongue-in-cheek look into life 
as a prison inmate in the 1920s, 
which fans of the show all 
know and love so well. 

A D Richardson is a marvel 
as Mary Sunshine and sings 
like an angel - and other than a 
few stumbled lyrics in the per¬ 
formance I watched, Neil Ditt 
charms as the hapless mechanic 
Amos. 

There were a few technical 
issues and nervous perform¬ 
ances when I watched Chicago 
on its opening night in Wimble¬ 
don, but with a such a strong 
cast and solid basis, I’m sure 
the minor hitches will have 
been ironed out for the remain¬ 
der of the tour. 


■ HUGH Grant has received the BFI 
Fellowship, the highest honour the 
institute can bestow for his 
outstanding contribution to film. 

The actor and producer, who is 
best known for global smash hit Four 
Weddings and a Funeral was 
presented with the award at the 
glittering annual BFI Chairman's 
Dinner, which took place at the 
Corinthia Hotel. 

Known around the world for his 
Englishness and charm, Grant 
continues the great British comedy 
traditions of studios like Ealing, 


perfecting a screen acting style 
which seems effortless but requires 
incredible skill and artistry. He said: 
"This is such a lovely surprise and a 
great honour and I'm very grateful to 
the BFI for thinking of me." 

The award was presented to the 
star by film producer and Co- 
Chairman of Working Title, Eric 
Fellner, at the BFI's Chairman's Dinner, 
hosted by BFI Chair Greg Dyke. Mr 
Dyke said:"We are delighted to 
honour Hugh Grant with a BFI 
Fellowship." 
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■ SOLE MUSIC: The cast of Kinky Boots, which has been tipped to 
do well at the Olivier Awards in April 


Stand-out shows 
tipped for glory 
at the Oliviers 


G YPSY and Kinky 
Boots will lead the 
charge at this year's 
Olivier awards - with the 
musicals gaining eight and 
seven nominations respec¬ 
tively. 

The nominees were an¬ 
nounced last week by previous 
winners Michael Ball and 
Imelda Staunton. 

The glittering ceremony 
which will take place at The 
Royal Opera House on April 3 
and is likely to be a star-stud¬ 
ded affair, with many celebrity 
nominees and their stagey 
friends in attendance. 

Staunton is herself among 
the named few and receives a 
nomination for her portrayal of 
Mamma Rose in the Chichester 
Festival theatre revival of 
Gypsy at the Savoy Theatre. It’s 
the acclaimed actress’s 11th 
Olivier nomination, with her 
co-stars Dan Burton and Peter 
Davison being nominated as 
Best Actor in a Supporting 


Role in a Musical and Lara Pul- 
ver nominated as Best Actress 
in a Supporting Role in a Mu¬ 
sical. 

The feelgood musical Kinky 
Boots has also gained a fist full 
of nods, with the show’s lead¬ 
ing men Killian Donnelly and 
Matt Henry both receiving a 
nomination for the Best Actor 
in a musical category and Amy 
Lennox nominated as Best Ac¬ 
tress in a Supporting Role. 

The Best Actor and Best Ac¬ 
tress categories reflect the in¬ 
credible wealth of talent that 
has graced the West End stage 
in the past year. In the Best 
Actor category there are nomi¬ 
nations for Kenneth Branagh, 
Kenneth Cranham, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Adrian Lester 
and Mark Rylance. The nomi¬ 
nees for Best Actress are 
Gemma Arterton, Denise 
Gough, Nicole Kidman, Janet 
McTeer and Lia Williams. 

Dame Judi Dench earns her 
15th Olivier Award nomination 
for Best Actress in a Support¬ 


MUDDY MISSION 

Military 5K assault course, Dorking, Surrey 
Saturday 1 8 June 201 6 


Go on a muddy mission to help find a cure for Parkinson's. 

parkinsons.org.uk/getmuddy2016 



ing Role, having previously 
won six awards and one special 
award, the most of any per¬ 
former. Also nominated in that 
category are Michele Dotrice, 
Melody Grove and Catherine 
Steadman. 

Public tickets for the event - 
the awards’ 40th anniversary - 
are available for MasterCard 
cardholders at the website 
www. Priceless. com/London 

The nominees for Master- 
Card Best New Musical 
demonstrate the diversity 
shown on the London stage this 
year- with nominees Bend It 
Like Beckham, In The Heights, 
Kinky Boots and Mrs Hender¬ 
son Presents. 

Shakespeare’s Globe has 
reason to be celebrating with 
the transfers of their produc¬ 
tions of Farinelli And The King 
and Nell Gwynn receiving 10 
nominations between them. 
The transfer of Farinelli And 
The King is nominated for Vir¬ 
gin Atlantic Best New Play 
while Nell Gwynn, which trans¬ 
ferred to the Apollo, is nomi¬ 
nated for Best New Comedy. 

English National Opera has 
received four nominations in 
the opera categories while the 
Royal Opera House receives 


■ Phantom of the Opera actor 
Philip Griffiths has officially 
become the longest-serving 
cast member of a West End 
show. 

Griffiths celebrated 25 years 
in the London production of the 
smash-hit musical on October 9, 
2015. 

He has now entered the 
Guinness World Records for 
spending the longest time in 
the same production, having 



■ ACCLAIMED: Imelda Staunton in Gypsy had West End 
audiences enthralled 


three. English National Opera’s 
production of The Force Of 
Destiny is nominated for Best 
New Opera Production as well 
as receiving recognition in the 
Outstanding Achievement in 
Opera category for Tamara 
Wilson and the English Na¬ 
tional Opera Chorus and Or¬ 
chestra. 

In the dance categories there 
are nominations for the Barbi¬ 
can, London Coliseum, Royal 
Opera House and Sadler’s 
Wells. 


clocked up 25 years and 185 
days. 

Griffiths, who plays Monsieur 
Reyer and the auctioneer in the 
Andrew Lloyd Webber 
production, told The Stage: "I'm 
truly humbled by it and 
delighted to have achieved it as 
I doubt anyone else will better it 
and no show will probably run 
long enough for anyone to do 
so. It's been a joy working on 
Phantom for all these years and 


Voting for the Magic Radio 
Audience Award, the only cat¬ 
egory voted for entirely by 
members of the public, will 
close at noon on Friday, March 
11. This year there are 16 eligi¬ 
ble long-running shows and 
votes can be cast via 
www. olivierawards, com 

The awards ceremony will 
be broadcast on ITV and Mel¬ 
low Magic and on the Olivier 
Awards’ new YouTube channel 
( youtube. com/Olivier Awards) 
worldwide outside the UK. 


the buzz is still there after 30 
years at Her Majesty's Theatre. 
Long may it reign." 

The actor added that the cast 
of Phantom had "persevered 
with this application" to the 
Guinness World Records for 
seven months. 

Griffiths joined the musical 
on October 9,1990, originally as 
a swing, before moving into a 
character role as Monsieur 
Reyer and understudy Piangi. 


Registered charity in England and Wales (258197) and Scotland (SC037554). © Parkinson's UK 03/16 (CS2220) 
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WINE (S-DJlNE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


By Gemma Dunn and Kate 
Whiting, Press Association 

W ITH her trim figure, long 
blonde hair and blue eyes, 
Calgary Avansino looks 
the epitome of a healthy Californ¬ 
ian. But she’s made Britain her 
home for the past 16 years, where, 
as part of the burgeoning clean-eat¬ 
ing brigade, she’s transforming our 
daily diets. 

New cookbook Keep It Real is 
packed full of wholesome advice 
from the mum-of-three (to Ava, 
Margot and Remy), who arrived 
here in the winter of 2000, to dis¬ 
cover coconut water and quinoa 
were unheard of, let alone avail¬ 
able in local supermarkets. 

Now, of course, they’re ubiqui¬ 
tous, but we’re still making bad de¬ 
cisions about what we put in the 
trolley. 

“I think we’ve lost a reality 
check about what real food is, be¬ 
cause we’re so used to going down 
the grocery store aisles and seeing 
50 cereals and 20 salad dressings 
and actually, none of that is real 
food,” says the journalist, who, un¬ 
surprisingly, looks much younger 
than her 40 years. 

“So, what you’re used to doing 
- you have to stop that habit. Think 
about food in terms of where it 
comes from, what it’s made from, 
what goes into it, and start caring 
about what we put in our bodies in 
a different way.” 

Avansino, who started her career 
in journalism as the assistant to 
British Vogue s editor-in-chief 
Alexandra Shulman and is now a 
contributing editor, has a simple set 
of rules for how to ‘keep it real’, 
which include: ditching diets, em¬ 
bracing plants, and eliminating 
sugar. 

“When I talk about a plant-based 
diet, it doesn’t mean you have to be 
a vegan or veggie at all; if you 
want to eat lean, good cuts of meat, 
that’s fine. You just have to look at 
what else you’re eating,” she says. 
“I’m not saying make three-starred 
Michelin meals, I’m just saying 
chop some spinach.” 

It was really important for 
Avansino that her book be pub¬ 
lished post-January, so it wouldn’t 
be part of the “detox, diet mental¬ 
ity”. 

“This is forever. You have to de¬ 
cide if you want to change how 
you think about cooking and the 
food you put in your kitchen. It 
should be a great thing - not a dep¬ 
rivation thing.” 




Diets are off the menu com¬ 
pletely. 

“Diet is such a negative con¬ 
cept. It causes this cycle of, ‘I’m 
not good enough, I’m a failure 
and I can’t do this - and now I 
weigh more than I did before’. 
Because that’s what happens - 
every time. 

“I think there’s a huge move¬ 
ment against dieting and that’s 
what I want to see - because I 
don’t want anything I write to 
be thought of as a diet.” 

So that means you 
can indulge in your 
favourite food, be that 
pizza or brownies, but 
she says: “You just 
can’t have it all the 
time”. 

“Especially with 
women, there’s this 
mentality where if I 
eat something naughty for 


I TASTY: Cauliflower couscous 


breakfast then I think, ‘Oh well, 
this day is shot, I might as well eat 
crap all day’. But think of every 
meal as a fresh start. Don’t ever 
beat yourself up about something 
you ate before - just move on and 
start with the next meal, day or 
whatever it is. Don’t make food the 
enemy.” 

Exercise is also really impor¬ 
tant - a self-confessed yoga bunny, 
when she started at Vogue, she 
would arrive fresh-faced from a 
morning workout to find her col¬ 
leagues nursing coffees and giving 
her odd looks. In her book, she 
says we must make an effort to 
move our bodies every day. 

“I don’t find exercise a burden - 
it just makes me feel more levelled, 
calm and less stressed. I have re¬ 
ally good ideas when I’m working 
out.” 

The whole family go hiking 
when they’re back in California - 
or walk around the parks in Lon¬ 
don. She’s bringing up her children 
to make healthy choices, but she’s 
careful not to micromanage them 
so much that they can’t indulge at 
birthday parties. 

“I always try to teach them mod¬ 
eration - just choose what you 
want most and enjoy it.” 

And that sounds like good ad¬ 
vice for us all. 

Try some of Calgary’s healthy 
and nutritious dishes for yourself... 

CALGARY'S CAULIFLOWER 
COUSCOUS 

(Serves 4 as a main or 6-8 as a side) 

1 large cauliflower (about 750g after 
trimming) 

3tbsp extra virgin olive oil 
1/2tsp ground turmeric 
1/2tsp ground cinnamon 
1/2tsp ground nutmeg 
Grated zest of 1 lemon 
Juice of 1/2 lemon 
15 mint leaves, roughly chopped 
60g pistachios, toasted and 
roughly chopped 
4 spring onions, chopped 
10Og goats' cheese, crumbled 
1 x 400g can chickpeas, drained 
and rinsed 

1/2 pomegranate, seeds removed 
(optional) 

Juice of 1 lime 
Salt and pepper 

Core and cut the cauliflower into 
medium florets. Blitz the florets 
in a food processor until they re¬ 
semble couscous. Do it in two 
batches if the food processor is 
I more than three-quarters full. 
Don’t over-blend, otherwise it 
will become pureed - that’s baby 
food, not couscous. 

Add two tablespoons of olive 
oil and fluff with a fork, then sea¬ 
son with the salt, pepper, turmeric, 
cinnamon and nutmeg. Then add 
all the remaining ingredients ex¬ 
cept the lime juice and toss to¬ 
gether. Add additional olive oil, 
salt and pepper if necessary. Pour 
the lime juice over the top. 


Clean-living Calgary 
transforms our diets 


Belinda Donovan 

G ILLES has been the chef to the French Ambas¬ 
sador for 17 years and loves every minute of 
living in Fulham. He’s worked as chef to the 
French Embassy for 17 years, describes Fulham as a 
“fabulous village” and he and his wife and three 
daughters, aged 17, 14 and nearly 10, feel they’re liv¬ 
ing in a village community complete with the delights 
of being woken up with birdsong. 

Gilles’ daughters especially enjoy walking to the local 
shops and saying hello to their neighbours on the way. 

Gilles showed me round the superb entertaining spaces 
at the French Embassy, only a stone’s throw away in Not- 
ting Hill Gate, where he told me he feels he is serving his 
country when he produces culinary delights for the French 
Ambassador. The land that the French Embassy sits on 
used to belong to Kensington Palace. 

Gilles takes pride in using French ingredients to show¬ 
case how wonderful French produce can be, while enter¬ 
taining at the embassy. He enjoys serving best quality 
French fruit and vegetables which are obtained from 
Arungis, the world’s largest market. 

It’s the lemon season at the moment and a great 
favourite of his to cook with is the Cedra lemon. At this 
time of year he also likes cooking with artichokes, espe¬ 
cially Japanese artichokes and other root vegetables. 

Gilles greatly enjoys cooking with Welsh lamb. Apart 
from lamb, he says he is in love with French Normandy 
beef, with the flavour exquisite. We discussed how won¬ 
derful it is that so many French people are now resident 
in Fulham! On his nights off, Gilles enjoys more than any¬ 
thing to have a quiet night in cooking for his family. And 
who needs to go out when such a superb standard of cui¬ 
sine is served up at home! 

Gilles’ favourite cookery writer is Michele Bras, who 
has been voted worldwide by other chefs as their favourite 
cookery writer, too. 

Cote de boeuf and bone marrow, Japanese 
artichokes and pan-fried giroles, puff 
potatoes 

Ingredients for four people: 


1 cote de boeuf . 1.8Kg 

Bone marrow.2 

Japanese artichokes.0.5Kg 

Lemon.1 

Girolles.0.5Kg 

Shallots.0.1 Kg 

Garlic.2 cloves 

Parsley.lOg 

Celery. V 2 bunch 

Chives.1 bunch 

Potatoes.500g 

Salt from Guerande 

Butter.lOOg 


Ask your butcher to separate the marrow from the bone. 
Soak the marrow for one night in water and leave in a 
fridge. 

Vegetables: Leave the “cote de boeuf’ out of the refrig¬ 
erator at least 2hours before cooking. Cut both ends off 
the Japanese artichokes and leave them for !4 hr in water 
with lemon juice. Clean the mushrooms and pan fry them 
in vegetable oil. Leave to rest and drain 

Peel and dice the shallots and the garlic. Wash and chop 
the parsley. Peel the celery and cut into short sticks (four 
per bundle), cook in boiling salty water. Blanche eight 
chives and the string tied celery sticks with them. Peel the 
potatoes; slice them into 3mm squares. Cook in a fryer 
at 120 degrees for 5mins and give them a second fry at a 
much higher temperature of 190° for 30 seconds straight 
away. The difference in temperature will make them 
puffed. Leave on the side. 

Slice the bone marrow in slices of 5mm 

Cote de boeuf: Season the cote de boeuf with salt and 
freshly ground black pepper. Pan fry the cote de boeuf on 
both sides in a hot pan with vegetable oil and butter; roast 
it for 12mins at 180°C for medium rare. Let it rest on a 
rack for at least 15mn. 

Deglaze the frying pan with a bit of water and let it re¬ 
duce until a syrupy consistency. Pan fry the Japanese ar¬ 
tichokes with the butter, girolles, shallots, garlic and 
minced parsley Season to taste. Flash cook the bone mar¬ 
row slices in a hot oven, seasoned with Guerande salt. 
Warm up the celery bunches with a mix of butter and 
water. Flash fry the potatoes in a 170° fryer for 4 mins. 

Plating: On a copper tray place the mushrooms and ar¬ 
tichokes in the middle, cover with slices of beef with bone 
marrow on top and the celery bunches around and puff 
potatoes. Serve the sauce on a side. 

Enjoy with a Saint Emilion. 
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Accountancy/Book-keeping 


Accountancy 

Services 

Our Services: 

Company Formations 

Company Final Accounts 

Tax Returns, Self Assessment, Sole Traders 

Accounts, VAT Returns, Payroll Construction 

Industries and all taxes 

0208 785 0040 / 07882 083 482 

AAA Accountancy Services 

www.aaa-accountancy.co.uk 



COMFORMATIC 

BRAND NEW & PACKED 

SUTTON ELECTRIC 
BED/MATTRESS 

36in x 80in 
Warranty April 2018 
RRP £1000 

Fair bargain, offer required 
View at Peckham 

020 7732 3444 
07712 564 699 


Expensive gold colour watch 

£3 Folding bicycle £3; Plasma 
TV 32 inch Sony £3; and many 
more articles for sale all @ £3 
each. Call 07944 895999 


SPECIAL TUITION 

For kids who hate 
school Write to Walter, 
18 Spencer Road, 
SW18 2SW 



OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Bargain Buys 


CHESS SET new deluxe £50, 
bowls and bag £30. Yamaha 
organ £50. Tel: 020 8312 9731 

GO-CHEF brand new £30. Tel: 
07949 005 946 

WEIDER MUSCLE BENCH & 
WORKOUT BOOKLET As new 

£50 ono. Buyer collects. 
Streatham Common. Tel: 
07951913 345 

GRAVITY AIR WALKER £20, 
adult inline skates, size 10, £5 
childs inline skates, size 5, £4, 
Converse Hi top blue (new in 
box) £10. Size 8. Tel: 07960 782 
292 


PRE-SCHOOL MULTICUL¬ 
TURAL DRESSING UP 
CLOTHES £4 each set. 6 differ¬ 
ent cultures. Sell all for £20. 
Play n Learn Aeroplane, new in 
box £4. Age 6-36 months. Tel: 
07960 782 292 

LADIES TOPS size 8-10 for 
sale, £3-£5 each or £20 total. 
Dresses £5 to £10. Tel: 07714 
218911 

TENNIS SET 2 rackets, balls, 
leather bag, roof rack, VW plus 
Roof fitting slots £40 ono. Will 
deliver/view locally, each item. 
Tel: 020 7732 3444 / 07712 564 
699 



PUMP FOR POND -Cup-129, 
Pond filter/9w, unsteriliser 
1000L7H pump/fountain, all in 
one system, very little used, still 
under guarantee, csot £40. Sell 
for £20. Eltham area. Tel: 020 
8850 1441 

APOLLO FRENZY MOUNTAIN 
BIKE very good condition, 
gold/black in colour, lightweight 
cromoly tube/shockwave tube, 
shockwave suspension, 
Shimano v-brake, thumb, shift¬ 
ing gears £49. Tel: 020 7350 
1769 



DOUBLE PINE BED with mat¬ 
tress and pine headboard, 3 
months old, very good condi¬ 
tion £100. Buyer collects. 
Streatham area. 769-5796. 



TWO GENTS BIKES £30, and 
£60 vgc. Tel: 020 8672 1710 


SCOOTER childs, expensive 
model. 1/2 price now £15. Tel: 
020 8692 8449 Can deliver 



ROYAL ALBERT sugar bowl 
and jug. Pixie Pink, size medium 
£10. Tel: 020 8858 7569 

3 LARGE BOXES OF SPICE 
GIRL MEMORABILIA Too 

much to list, very collectible 
only £25. Tel: 07864 709 397 



GO-CHEF brand new £30. Tel: 
07949 005 946 

2 VACUUM CLEANERS Dyson, 
upright and cylinder, demon¬ 
strated working £35 each. Tel: 
020 8692 8449. Could deliver 

DISHWASHER main dealer, 
standard size, serviced Jan 
2016, still in use, demonstrated 
standard, size £95. Buyer col¬ 
lects. Tel: 020 8692 8449. Can 
arrange delivery extra 

WASHING MACHINE Zanussi 
Aquasicle 1000 XC xtra capaci¬ 
ty, FLE 1016W. Working in good 
condition, any reasonable offer. 
Tel: 020 7733 1836 & 07877 818 
162 



LADIES SMART BLACK SATIN 
SKIRT long length, brand new, 
New Look label, size 14. £6.00 
Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES MAROON FLOWER 
PATTERNED SILK SKIRT knee 
length, brand new, size 18, 
lovely slight flare style £10. Tel: 
020 8682 0771 

LADIES TWO PIECE SET 

sleeveless gherkin style top and 
knee length skirt, zip up front 
and skirt. Good condition, grey, 
size 16 £20. Tel: 020 8682 0771 

LADIES BEAUTIFUL GOLD 
EVENING TOP V neckline with 
elaborate beads and decoration 
with zip at side, size 16. Brand 
new Principles lable £15. Ideal 
for special evening wear. Tel: 
020 8682 0771 


Caravan & Camping 


STATIC CARAVANS 
FOR SALE 

Sited on 5 Star park in Clacton. 
Amazing facilities including indoor and 
outdoor swimming pool. 

Open 12 months. 

£8,995 & Finance option available 

Subject to status.T&C's apply 

CASH PRICE £7,995 
Call Luke 07950 127697 



MEN'S TRAINERS Nike £20, 
Vans-Converse, all names. 
Men's clothes, all cheap, 
women's plus size coats cost 
£100 eackh. All as new, new 
boots size 7. Tel: 020 7701 6812 
/ 07534 051 475 



TO CLEAR QUICKLY Furniture 
to include teak danish style 
sideboard 203cm wide x 70cm 
high £30. Tel: 020 8874 6372 

WHITE ROOM DIVIDER 

/SHELF UNIT vgc, 5ft high, 1ft 
deep and 20" wide. Must be 
seen, bargain. £15. Tel: 07864 
709 397 

WOOD TABLE SOLID good 
condition, 30" H, 36" W. £30. 
Glass top rectangle and round 
tables, very good condition, 
bargain £77 ono. Quality cane 
framed. Tel: 020 8674d 3557 

MID SLEEPER BED WITH 
STORAGE AND PULL OUT 
DESK £99.00 (as good as new), 
PINE WOOD/BLUE OTTOMAN 
£20.00 (as good as new), PINE 
WOOD/BLUE 2 DRAWER 
SMALL WARDROBE £25.00, 
(good condition) does need new 
hanging rail. Addiscombe - call 
07733 049 433 



GARDEN RAIN BUTT round 
with tap, garden tub, square 
24x24 with stand £20 each . Tel: 
020 8692 8449. 

FLYMO ELECTRIC MAINS 
GRASS STRIMMER unused, 
2015 model gift £30. Unwanted 
gift, can deliver Tel: 020 8692 
8449. 



TWO REMINGTON ELECTRI¬ 
CAL SHAVERS!! very good 
order £8 for both. Tel: 020 
8693 7979 



ROYAL ALBERT sugar bowl 
and jug. Pixie Pink, size medium 
£10. Tel: 020 8858 7569 



NEW KITCHEN WORKTOP 

size 200cm x 60 x 20 colour. 
Dakota £20. Tel: 07938 884 649 



CHILD CAR SEAT Britex, 
immaculate, suit child, 4 
upwards, strapped in by car 
seat belt hence £25. Could 
arrange delivery. Tel: 020 8692 
8449 



ARIA HANDCRAFTED FINE 
QUALITY GUITAR model 
AW15 in very good conditions 
£80 ono. Tel: 020 7733 1836 & 
07877 818 162 

HUNDREDS OF CDS DJs col¬ 
lection, various artists to many 
to list (some obscure names) 
bargain 50p each. Tel: 07864 
709 397 



3 3/4 METRES x 36" PINK 
SATIN MATERIAL £10 ono. 
Other materials available, new 
microwave, browning, casse¬ 
role £12. 142 monitor for com¬ 
puter £15. Tel: 020 8850 1441 



FULL SET OF GOLF CLUBS 

bag, balls, tees, American hip¬ 
pos, driver, woods, irons, loft 
wedges, putter £80. Tel: 020 
8857 4100 



PETROL LAWN MOWER £10, 
2 Acrows £20. £10 each. Tel: 
020 8698 1794 


THULE ROOFBOX used twice, 
opens either side £95. Tel: 020 
7733 8230 

BLACK & DECKER STRIM¬ 
MER Flymo turbo lawnmower, 
gardening tools, spades, fork, 
shovel, broom, shears etc. £50 
ono. Tel: 07837 198 518 

BLACK & DECKER STRIM¬ 
MER Flymo turbo lawnmower 
selection of gardening tools, 
spade, fork, shovels, broom, 
shears etc. £60 ono. Tel: 01322 
463 385 



INDUSTRIAL JIGSAW AND 
HACKSAW new with spare 
blades, expensive tools hence 
£30 each. Could arrange deliv¬ 
ery Tel: 020 8692 8449 



Wii BOARD plus all fittings, 
unwanted gift, new 2015 model, 
plus Talk TV Internet Freeview 
Box £100. Tel: 020 8692 8449. 
Could deliver. 


Wanted 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PRNK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOUL... 

IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 


ATTENTION LANDLORDS 


We will rent your property from 
you for 5 years ! 

- Guaranteed Rent! 

- We will also look after all of 
the maintenance! 


Call Dexter NOW 
to find out more: 
020 8819 1740 

ww.shardpropertysolutions.co.i 


■m 

;o.uk y _ 


SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 

RECORDS WANTED Disco, 
Jazz Funk, Soul, Reggae and 
Caribbean music. Whole collec¬ 
tions welcome. Cash waiting! 
Tel. 07788 20990. 


MODEL RAILWAY TRAINS 
WANTED BY COLLECTOR 

good prices paid for your locos 
and rolling stock, all makes 
considered, please call on 020 
8304 9180 


Home Services 



■fe'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

+ A I * 

^ AJ 

t PLASTERING j 

; Small Building Work} 
**No job too small} 
} Please call Alan } 
} 07597 663 838} 

ik'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 
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To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 


Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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Home Services 


Tel: 020 8768 4939 


Building 


Plumbing & Heating 


Education & Tuition Homes 


Courses 


Houses to Let 


A3 ROOFING AND 
BUILDING 

New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Lead Work, Roof 
Repairs, uPVC, fascias, Soffits, Guttering, 
Painting and Decorating, Renovations, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms Fitted, Carpentry, 
Electrics and Plumbing. 

All aspects of building work undertaken 
0800 211 8618 
07946 338 456 

^Established locally for 30 years 

To 

udvertifls 
in tills, 
section 
please call 
oseo 

8708 4081 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


Cleaning 


0 


First Choice for 
cleaning 


• Domestic cleaning 

• Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning 

• Office and commercial cleaning 

• After building cleaning 

• Residential and common area 

• Restaurants, pubs and bars 

• Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


Electrical Services 


-ECA i as 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


AJB ELECTRICAL 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 



T George 

Local Electrician 

Lights, Sockets, 

Fuse Boards, _ 

Certificate Cooker 
Connection 

020 8552 9942 
07770 774 0 96 


AFFORDABLE LANDSCAPE & 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

•FENCING‘PATIOS 
•PAINTING & DECORATING 
•BUILDING WORK 
•GARDEN CLEARANCE 

ALL BUILDING WORK & 
MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN 
0800 6226889 
07506 736548 


TO 

advertise 

your 

restaurant, 
bar or 
event, 
please 
call 

020 

8768 

4921 


PROFESSIONAL 
ALLROUNDER 

Interior + Exterior 
Painting • Decorating 
Tiling • Wallpaper hanging 
Laminated Flooring 
Fencing‘Decking 
Carpentry 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
Free Estimates 
Call Ricky 

07951 037 094 
“I am your man” 



Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Very clean, tidy, friendly and 
reliable with 15 years experience. 
Very competitive prices. 

Rooms from £80. 

Free quotes 
Call Tim 

020 8671 1425 
07858 937 873 


NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

£35 P.HR - OAP DISCOUNTS 

Repairs • Installations • Emergencies 
• Blocked Drains • Waste • Boilers 
• Taps • Leaks • Showers 
• Bathrooms 

25yrs experience. Estimates 

Russell 

M 07739 357 498 (24hrs) 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

S Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew 7 Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

€ Tel: 0203 397 9532 

www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 
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Roofing & Guttering 


SIMMONS 

Rood Repair Specialist 
All work fully guaranteed 
• New Roofs • Slab & Tiles • Lead Work 
• High performance flat roofs 
• Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 
For a FREE quote call 
07504 188 055/01702 743 570 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
► Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


Storage & Removals 


Any Size Load, and Distance, Anywhere 

MAN£VAN 

AS MANY HANDS AS YOU NEED FOR AN ADDITIONAL £10 PER HOUR PER MAN 


MINIMUM FEE APPLIES TO JOBS 
LESS THAN 2HRS 


STORAGE-HOUSE & RUBBISH CLEARANCES 


Tel: 02086597373 Mob: 07947994752 
Email: info@storytotell.co.uk Web: storytotell.co.uk 


MR 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable men with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

info@mrbeeremovals.com 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 



24/7 LOW COST 
WASTE 
CLEARANCE 

Fully Licenced Waste Carrier 


Wait 

and 

Load 

Service 


& 


Same 

Day 

Service 

Available 


All Types of Rubbish Cleared 
Cheaper than a Skip 
Our aim is to recycle 90% of your waste 

FOR FREE QUOTATION CALL 

07930 431 715 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 


Have you an Open 
Day, Course or 
anything to do with 
education? 


Then call Louise on 
020 8768 4923 

to advertise in your 
local papers. 


Leisure 




A MODERN GROUND FLOOR 
1 BED MAISONETTE TO RENT 
£1275 pcm 

Walking distance to East Dulwich Station 
with direct access to London Bridge. 

For more information on this property 
contact 

Dryden Estates 020 3189 1080 


Car Boot Sales 


SMB 

EVENTS 9 

GIGANTIC SUPER 
BOOT SALE 

At PEDHAM PLACE, SWANLEY, BR8 8PP 

on Sunday 6th March 

6am-2pm 
Full details 

www.smbbootsales.co.uk 

ENQ: 01795 426 400 
MOB: 07920 111 904 


Property Wanted 


WE’LL BUY YOUR 
HOUSE NOW!! 


e Any Condition, Any Location 
e Market Value Paid 
e Free Valuation 
e Repossessions Stopped 
e Free Confidential Chat 


CALL US NOW ON 

020 8820 0792 


Apartments & Flats to Let 


ARGENTINE 

TANGO 

CLASSES 

Thursdays 8-9pm 

Chelsea Sports 
Centre 

First Class 
Half Price 
£7.50! 

www.tangolidous.co.uk 

tangol67@yahoo.co.uk 


BATTERSEA 
BOOT SALE 

HARRIS ACADEMY 

BATTERSEA PARK ROAD (A3205), 
SW11 5AP 

EVERY SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON 

1.30-5.00PM 
OPEN RAIN OR SHINE 
BUYERS ENTRY 
1.30pm - 50p 
BUYERS from 12pm - £3 

SELLERS MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE 

www.batterseaboot.com 
24 HR INFO: 07941 383 588 


R.A. 

Dawson 

Private 

Landlord 

21 Perry Vale 
Forest Hill, SE23 2NE 
e: dawsonps@realemail.co.uk 
w: dawsonpropertyservices.co.uk 

TO LET 

2 Offices in SE23 
For admin only 

t: 020 8291 9198 


FOREST HILL 

3 Bedroom flat 
£1,250 pcm 

CATFORD 

Double room 
£400 pcm 

07951 058 227 


'Pd your 

realnuntnl. bar or «v«nt. 

|)I«*N* CttU 

020 8768 4981 


Public Notices 



“Chinese Lessons” 

Coming in April 
Learning Mandarin Chinese 
creatively @ Chelsea Old 
Town Hall Library & 
Hampstead 
Booking open now 
Zoe 

www.learningmandarin.in 

07541 665 580 / 
07540 753 562 


To 

advertise 

your 

restaurant, 
bar or 
event, 
please 
call 

020 

8768 

4921 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(LOCHALINE STREET) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate Thames Water works 
works to be carried out in the above named road, it intends to make 
an Order the effect of which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section 
of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, 
load or unload in a section of Lochaline Street between its junctions 
with Fulham Palace Road and No. 2 Lochaline Street. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via Winslow 
Road, Manbre Road and Parfrey Street. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with 
the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle 
being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on Tuesday 29th March 2016 
and would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works 
are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 29th March 2016 
and last for 2 weeks. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 26th day of February 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(SEAGRAVE ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate development works in 
Seagrave Road, it made an Order the effect of which prohibits 
pedestrian traffic on a section of the footway and suspends parking 
bays in the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, pedestrian traffic on the north-eastern footway between the 
north-western boundary of the Fulham Ambulance Station, No. 150 
Seagrave Road and a point opposite the north-western boundary of 
No. 59 Seagrave Road will be prohibited. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 will be in place in the 
carriageway adjacent to the hoarding on the north-eastern footway of 
Seagrave Road, between the north-western boundary of the Fulham 
Ambulance Station, No. 150 Seagrave Road and a point opposite the 
north-western boundary of No. 59 Seagrave Road. 

4. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed the parking bays opposite Nos. 37 to 41 Seagrave Road and 
opposite Nos. 59 to 71 Seagrave Road will be suspended. 

5. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with 
the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle 
being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

6. The Order would come into operation on the Monday, 29th February 
2016 and would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until 
works are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

7. Works would be expected to commence on Monday, 29th February 
2016 and last for 8 months. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 16th day of February 2016. 

Chris Bainbridge 

Head of Transport Policy & Network Management 

Transport & Technical Services 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(HALDANE ROAD) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate tower crane 
operations in the above named road, it intends to make an Order 
the effect of which would prohibit vehicular traffic in a section of 
the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs 
are displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, 
wait, load or unload in a section of Haldane Road between its 
junctions with North End Road and No. Haldane Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via 
Hartismere Road, Tournay Road and North End Road. 

4. Whilst the works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic 
signs are displayed the one way working system in Haldane Road 
would be suspended. 

5. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference 
with the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any 
vehicle being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance 
purposes and anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a police constable in uniform. 

6. The Order would come into operation on the 30th March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works 
are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

7. Works would be expected to commence on Wednesday, 30th 
March 2016 and last for 1 day. With a back up date scheduled for 
the 7th of April 2016. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these 
dates. 

Dated this 19th day of February 2016. 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(KING STREET) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate utility installation works 
in the above named road; it made an Order the effect of which 
suspends the westbound bus lane in a section of the above named 
road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs 
are displayed, the westbound bus lane shall be suspended between 
Black Lion Lane and St Peter’s Square. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would not be required. 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with 
the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle 
being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes 
and anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 15th March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works 
are completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Tuesday 15th March 
2016 and last for 2 weeks. The dates specified are for guidance and 
informative purposes only and works may extend outside these 
dates. 

Dated this 2nd day of March 2016. 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
SECTION 14(1) 

(WYFOLD STREET) 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate the removal of a tower 
crane in the above named road, it made an Order the effect of which 
prohibits vehicular traffic in a section of the above named road. 

2. Whilst works are in progress, or whilst the authorised traffic signs are 
displayed, no person shall cause any vehicle to proceed, stop, wait, 
load or unload in a section of Wyfold Road between its junctions with 
Munster Road and Kingwood Road. 

3. An alternative route for traffic in article 2 would be in place via 
Kingwood Road and Munster Road 

4. Exemptions would be provided in the Order to permit reasonable 
access to premises, so far as it is practical without interference with 
the execution of the said work and for works vehicles, any vehicle 
being used in connection with police, fire or ambulance purposes and 
anything done with the permission or at the direction of a police 
constable in uniform. 

5. The Order would come into operation on the 12th March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months or until works are 
completed, whichever is the sooner. 

6. Works would be expected to commence on Saturday 12th March 2016 
and last for 1 day. Back up dates are schedule for the 19th or 26th of 
March 2016. The dates specified are for guidance and informative 
purposes only and works may extend outside these dates. 

Dated this 2nd day of March 2016. 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(GENERAL PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2015 
ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON AND 
CHELSEA 

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF A 
NON-IMMEDIATE ARTICLE 4(1) DIRECTION 
RELATING TO THE ENTIRE AREA OF THE 
ROYAL BOROUGH OF KENSINGTON AND 
CHELSEA IN RELATION TO BASEMENT 
DEVELOPMENT 

DIRECTION UNDER ARTICLE 4(1) 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea has confirmed a Direction 
under Article 4(1) of The Town and Country Planning 
(General Permitted Development) (England) Order 
2015 (GPDO). 

The Direction was made on 15th April 2015 and 
confirmed on 2nd March 2016 and applies to the 
entire area of the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea ('the Council'). 

The Direction applies to the development described in 
the following Class of the GPDO:- 
Schedule 2 Part 1 Class A in so far as it relates to the 
enlargement, improvement or other alteration of a 
dwellinghouse by way of basement development, 
lightwells or any other development below the 
dwellinghouse or its curtilage. 

The effect of the Direction is that the permission 
granted by Article 3 of the GPDO shall not apply to 
such development and such development shall not be 
carried out within that area unless planning 
permission is granted by the Council. 

A copy of the Direction and of the Plan defining the 
area to which it relates may be seen at the offices of 
the Council at the Customer Service Centre, Town 
Hall, Hornton Street, London W8 7NX during normal 
office hours or can be viewed on the Council's 
website. 

The Direction will come into force on 28th April 
2016. 

Dated: 2nd March 2016 

Signed: Tasmin Shadwhet 
Duly Authorised Officer of the Council 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the 
Newspaper Society and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are 
accurate and in no way contravene the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the 
Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit 
(Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature 
will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be deemed ‘Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must 
include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must 
make it clear that they are selling goods in the course of business either by content, format, 
size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused aris¬ 
ing out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the 
advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates 
specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be 
charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, 
which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they 
deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or not the advertisement has already been 
accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes 
occur. Advertisers or their agents should therefore check their advertisements and inform us 
of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, 
do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and 
include a 0.1 % Advertising Standards Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertise¬ 
ment appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be 
revised accordingly or the publishers shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of 
the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to 
levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms 
of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest 
rate of 6% above the current bank of England base rate for each month that the 
account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance 
with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the 
advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable for payment in respect for an advertise¬ 
ments) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for 
the advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the 
advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the pub¬ 
lisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service 
providers. Every effort is made to ensure the continuity of these services, but some occasion¬ 
al technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associ¬ 
ated companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is 
delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic 
form only subject to certain criteria. Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to 
the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ 
consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of 
trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any 
kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the 
advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than 
Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permit¬ 
ted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-refer¬ 
encing agency, which will record the fact that a search has been made. We may need to 
share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will 
only use the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if nec¬ 
essary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your 
information with other Tindle Group Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. 
We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to 
you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of com¬ 
munication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to 
all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL TAX FOR 2016 / 2017 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with Section 38(2) of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992 that the Council of the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham has set, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the 
above Act, the amount of Council Tax for 2016/2017 for dwellings within 
each Valuation Band as indicated in the Schedule below: 


Schedule of Council Tax by Valuation Band 


Band 

Council Tax £ 

A 

669.21 

B 

780.74 

C 

892.27 

D 

1003.81 

E 

1226.88 

F 

1449.95 

G 

1673.02 

H 

2007.62 


It should be noted the amounts above are before: 

- discounts of 25% for single person occupants 

- council tax support 
Dated: 24th February 2016 
Nigel Pallace 

Chief Executive 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PREMISES LICENCE 

NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT Chelsea 
Physic Garden Company has applied 
to Kensington & Chelsea Borough 
Council on 2nd March 2016 for the 
grant of a premises licence to use the 
premises at Chelsea Physic Garden, 
66 Royal Hospital Road, London, 
SW3 4HS for sale of alcohol on 
Monday to Saturday 11.00 to 22.00 
and Sunday 12.00 to 18.00 (on sales) 
and Monday to Saturday 10.00 to 
22.00 and Sunday 11.00 to 18.00 (off 
sales) as more particularly set out in 
the application. 

Any person who wishes to make 
a representation in relation to this 
application must give notice in writing 

to: Council Offices, 37 Pembroke 
Road, London, W8 6PW to be 

received by no later than 30th March 
2016 stating the grounds for making 
said representation. 

A record of the application can be 
inspected on the Council's website 
www.rbkc.gov.uk, or at the above 
address during office hours. 

It is an offence, under section 158 of 
the Licensing Act 2003, to knowingly or 
recklessly make a false statement in or 
in connection with an application for a 
premises licence and the maximum 
fine on being convicted of such an 
offence is £5,000. 

Thomas & Thomas Partners LLP 
38a Monmouth Street, 

London WC2H 9EP 
www.tandtp.com 

YS0LINA HEYW00D 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of Saint Teresa's Home, 46 
Roland Gardens, London SW7 3PW, 
who died on 10/01/2016, are required to 
send written particulars thereof to the 
undersigned on or before 16/05/2016, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

Snow Hill Trustees Limited, 

150 Aldersgate Street, London 
EC1A4AB. Ref: 213/85724 


To 

advertise 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF 
HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
VARIOUS ROADS 

TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC 

1. The Council of the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham 
hereby gives notice that in order to facilitate the safe movement of 
traffic and pedestrians during the 2016 Universities Boat Race on 
the River Thames, it intends to make an Order the effect of which 
would be to impose temporary restrictions on vehicular traffic as 
shown in Articles 4 and 5 of this notice. 

2. The Order would come into operation on the 23rd March 2016 and 
would be valid for a maximum period of 18 months. 

3. The temporary restrictions of this order do not apply in respect of: 

(i) a vehicle being used for fire brigade, ambulance or police 
purposes, 

(ii) anything done with the permission of a police constable in 
uniform or a Council employed parking attendant, 

(iii) a vehicle or trailer authorised by an officer from the Council to 
be used in connection with the said Boat Races. 

4. On the day of the 2016 Boat Race, when instructed by Council 
employees and whilst the authorised traffic signs are in place, no 
person shall cause any vehicle to proceed across, stop, wait, load 
or unload on Hammersmith Bridge. 

5. For the duration of this order and whilst the authorised traffic signs 
are in place, no person shall cause any vehicle to stop, wait, load 
or unload between 8am and midnight, on the day the 2016 
University Boat Race on the River Thames takes place and four 
days before that day, in the roads specified in this schedule: 

(a) BRIDGE VIEW. 

(b) HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE ROAD, between Rutland Grove and 
Lower Mall. 

(c) MALL ROAD. 

(d) OIL MILL LANE. 

(e) QUEEN CAROLINE STREET, the north-east to south-west 
arm, the north-west side, from a point 12.00 metres north¬ 
east of its south-westernmost extremity to a point 62.00 
metres north-east of that extremity. 

(f) RIVERCOURT ROAD, between Great West Road and Upper 
Mall. 

(g) RUTLAND GROVE. 

(h) SOUTH BLACK LION LANE. 

(i) STEVENAGE ROAD, the south-west side, from a point 3.75 
metres north-west of the common boundary of Nos. 14 and 
16 Stevenage Road, to a point 15.00 metres south-east of 
that point. 

(j) WELTJE ROAD, between Great West Road and Upper Mall. 

Dated this 19th day of February 2016 

Nicholas Ruxton-Boyle 

Chief Transport Planner 

Transport and Highways 
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PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

ACT 1990 

I give notice that applications 
have been made to the Council 
of the London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham as 
follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH MAY 
AFFECT THE CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A 
CONSERVATION AREA 
32 Yew Tree Road London 
W12 0TJ 2016/00786/FUL 

Erection of a single storey extension, 
to the side and rear of the main 
building; installation of 3no rooflights 
in the rear roofslope. 

782 Fulham Road London 
SW6 5SL 2016/00875/FUL 

Change of use of part of the ground 
floor level from retail (Class A1) into a 
self-contained studio flat (Class C3); 
installation of 2no rooflights above the 
roof of single storey back addition; 
partial demolition of the single storey 
ground floor extension to include the 
installation of new access door and 
window to the ground floor studio flat, 
installation of access gate at the rear 
of the property, formation cycle 
parking and refuse storage; 
conversion of first, second and third 
floor level into 2 x two bedroom self- 
contained flats. 

120 Blythe Road London 
W14 OHD 2015/06027/FUL 

Excavation of front forecourt to form 
lightwells, in connection with the 
enlargement of the basement and 
change of use of the basement and 
ground floor from (Class A4) public 
house into 1 x two bedroom self 
contained unit and 1 x three bedroom 
self-contained unit(Class C3); erection 
of a single storey rear extension at 
ground floor level; alterations to the 
front elevation of the building 
(Amended description). 

120 Blythe Road London 
W14 OHD 2015/06029/FUL 

Excavation of front forecourt to form 
lightwells, in connection with the 
enlargement of the basement and 
change of use of the basement and 
ground floor from (Class A4) public 
house into 1 x two bedroom unit and 
1 x three bedroom unit; erection of a 
single storey rear extension at ground 
floor level; alterations to the front 
elevation of the building (Amended 
description). 

168 Dalling Road London 
W6 OEU 2016/00895/FUL 

Installation of 2no rooflights in the 
front roofslope and 1 no rooflight over 
the main flat roof at roof level. 

222 Hamlet Gardens London 
W6 OTS 2016/00899/TPO 

Felling of a Sycamore Tree in the rear 
garden subject to Tree Preservation 
Order TPO/136/1/86 (T1). 

Bank Buildings Fulham 
Broadway London SW6 1EP 

2016/00901/ADV 

Display of an externally illuminated 
advertisement hoarding measuring 
10m (height) x 12m (width) to the front 
elevation of the building. 

White Lodge Paddenswick Road 
London W6 OUA 

2016/00864/FR3 
Alterations to the roof covering to 
include the replacement of existing 
concrete roof tiles with new roof 
slates; installation of a boiler flue to 
the northern elevation roofslope; 
rendering of the external walls and the 
chimney stacks; refurbishment to 
external windows; associated internal 
and external alterations. 

Flat First And Second Floors 25 
Gunterstone Road London 
W14 9BP 2016/00757/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
installation of 3no. rooflights in the 
front roofslope; conversion of the first, 
second and roof level into 1 no. one 
bedroom and 1 no. two bedroom self- 
contained flats. 

465 Fulham Road London 
SW6 1HL 2016/00793/FUL 

Change of use of part of the lower 
ground and upper ground floor level 
from an exercise studio (Class D2) into 
a one bedroom self-contained flat 
(Class C3); erection of a single storey 
rear extension to the side of the 
existing back addition; erection of new 
external steps from lower ground to 
upper ground floor level; formation of 
a bin store and installation of new 
doors to the side of the single storey 
back addition; alterations to the rear 
fenestrations at lower ground and 
upper ground floor level; associated 
landscaping. 

Flat 3 Second Floor 71 
Waldemar Avenue London SW6 
5LS 2016/00809/FUL 

Amendments to previously approved 
planning permission ref: 
2012/04225/FUL granted 6th February 
2013 for the ‘Erection of an additional 
floor at roof level; alterations to 
windows at second floor level to front 
and side elevations.’ Amendments to 
include formation of a roof terrace and 
installation of a new rooflight above 
the main flat roof level. 

Flat 3 Second Floor 71 


8 Parthenia Road London SW6 
4BD 2016/00821/FUL 

Erection of a front roof extension. 

187 - 189 Uxbridge Road 
London W12 9RA 

2016/00854/FUL 

Installation of folding fire escape stairs 
to the rear loading bay and installation 
of new inward opening metal doors to 
replace the existing doors to the rear 
elevation of the warehouse. 

22 Sterndale Road London 
W14 OHS 2016/00779/FUL 

Demolition of the existing building with 
the exception of front facade, erection 
of a replacement part one, part two, 
part three and part four storey plus- 
basement single family dwellinghouse. 
211 Hammersmith Grove 
London W6 ONP 

2016/00782/FUL 
Erection of a part one, part two storey 
rear extension at lower ground and 
upper ground floor level; formation of 
a roof terrace at upper ground floor 
level to the rear elevation; erection of 
a single storey outbuilding following 
the demolition of existing outbuilding 
in the rear garden; erection of a single 
storey side infill extension at the front 
of the property; erection of brick piers, 
metal railings at the front of the 
property; installation of a new rooflight 
above the main flat roof at roof level; 
alterations to the front fenestration at 
lower ground floor level. 

342 Fulham Palace Road 
London SW6 6HS 

2016/00761/FUL 
Erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side of the existing 
back addition; installation of new 
doors to replace the existing window 
at ground floor level to the rear 
elevation. 

21 Broomhouse Road London 
SW6 3QU 2016/00763/FUL 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension to the side of the existing 
back addition; installation of a new 
door to replace the existing window at 
basement level, erection of external 
steps from basement to ground floor 
level and erection of a single storey 
extension at ground floor level to the 
side of the main building; installation 
of French doors to replace the existing 
window at ground floor level to the 
rear elevation; further excavation and 
enlargement of rear part of the 
basement. 

28 Ringmer Avenue London 
SW6 5LW 2016/00832/FUL 

Excavation of front garden and part of 
rear garden to form lightwells, in 
connection with the enlargement of 
the basement; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level, on top 
of existing back addition; erection of a 
single storey rear extension, to the 
side and rear of the existing back 
addition. 

792 Fulham Road London SW6 
5SL 2016/00236/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor over 
part of the main roof; erection of a 
rear extension at second floor level, 
over part of the existing back addition. 

46 Brackenbury Road London 
W6 OBB 2016/00776/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension, 
involving an increase in the ridge 
height by 300mm; erection of a rear 
extension at first floor level over the 
remainder of the flat roof of the 
existing two storey back addition. 

6 Ackmar Road London 
SW6 4UP 2016/00293/FUL 

Excavation of the front garden to form 
a lightwell in connection with the 
creation of a new basement 
12 Wellesley Avenue London 
W6 OUP 2015/05988/FUL 

Demolition of existing single storey 
building, currently in B2 use; and 
erection of a part two, part three 
storey building plus basement 
providing 1600 sq.m (GIA) of Class B1 
(business) floorspace. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA 
CONSENT (DEMOLITION WORK) 
FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT 
White Lodge Paddenswick Road 
London W6 OUA 

2016/00591/LBCHF 
Alterations to the roof covering to 
include the replacement of existing 
concrete roof tiles with new roof 
slates; installation of a boiler flue to 
the northern elevation roofslope; 
rendering of the external walls and the 
chimney stacks; refurbishment to 
external windows; internal alterations 
to include rendering to internal walls 
of bedroom 1 and installation of a new 
wall mounted boiler in the kitchen 
area; associated internal and external 
alterations. 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH MAY 
AFFECT THE SETTING OR 
CONTEXT OF A LISTED 
BUILDING 

White Lodge Paddenswick Road 
London W6 OUA 

2016/00864/FR3 

Alterations to the roof covering to 
include the replacement of existing 
concrete roof tiles with new roof 
slates; installation of a boiler flue to 


75A Askew Road London 
W12 9AH 2016/00640/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level; partial demolition of the second 
floor rear back addition including 
alterations to the rear fenestration at 
first and second floor level; formation 
of roof terraces at first, second and 
third floor levels; erection of an 
external staircase at first floor level to 
the rear of the property; conversion of 
the first, second and third floor level to 
provide 2 x one bedroom self- 
contained 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 27th 
March 2016. See below for ways of 
commenting on applications. 

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
ORDER 2013 

NOTICES UNDER REGULATION 13 
Unit C302a Westfield London 
Shopping Centre Ariel Way 
London W12 7GA 

2016/00751/FUL 
I give notice that Leon is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission to 
carry out the following development: 
Use of part of the front forecourt as an 
outside seating area comprising of 
12no tables and 24no chairs. 

Unit C302a Westfield London 
Shopping Centre Ariel Way 
London W12 7GA 

2016/00752/ADV 
I give notice that Leon is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission to 
carry out the following development: 
Installation of lOno barriers with non- 
illuminated canvas signages at the 
front elevation. 

Advertising Rights On Flank Wall 
297 North End Road London 

2016/00846/ADV 

I give notice that Mr Martin 
MacManara is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission to 
carry out the following development: 
Display of Ino internally illuminated 
led digital screen measuring 6.17m 
(Height) x 3.17m (Width) x 0.5m 
(Depth) and Ino internally illuminated 
led logo box measuring 3.6m (Height) 
x 1,88m (Width) x 0.5m (Depth) to the 
northern elevation of the building. 
London House 100 New King’s 
Road London SW6 4LX 

2016/00396/VAR 
I give notice that London Square 
Developments Ltd is applying to 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
COUNCIL for planning permission to 
carry out the following development: 
Variation of Condition 2 of planning 
permission ref: 2012/03855/FUL 
granted 31st October 2013 to allow 
amendments to the approved 
drawings to include: excavation at 
basement level to form a part 
basement to include relocated plant 
equipment, refuse and cycle storage; 
reconfiguration of the ground, first, 
second, third, fourth and fifth floor in 
connection with changes to the 
proposed mix of residential units to 4 
x 1 bed and 20 x 2 bed flats; 
relocation of the building core towards 
the north of the site; formation of 2no 
roof terraces to the roof level at 6th 
floor; alterations to the elevations 
including the bays, installation of new 
doors / entrances. 

The proposal constitutes a major 
development. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 27th 
March 2016. See below for ways of 
commenting on applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 
Executive Director for Transport 
and Technical Services 
on behalf of HAMMERSMITH & 
FULHAM COUNCIL 
You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their progress 
on our website: 

www.lbhf.aov.uk/plannina . Click on 
the ‘Planning Online’ logo on the 
Planning Home Page. You can also E- 
mail comments to: 
plancomments@lbhf.gov.uk . 

You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at our 
office RECEPTION FIRST FLOOR 
HAMMERSMITH TOWN HALL 
EXTENSION KING STREET W6 
between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday 
to Friday, excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments on 
applications please E-mail them 
through our website or post them to 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE ENVIRONMENT 
SERVICES DEPARTMENT TOWN 
HALL KING STREET W6 9JU by 
the date shown above. Please include 
the application reference number and 
the name of the planning officer. We 
will try to consider any representations 
received after the date indicated but 
this cannot be guaranteed so please 
reply promptly. For initial enquiries 
call our information and reception 
service on 020 8753 1081 or 020 
8753 1082. 


Waldemar Avenue London SW6 the northern elevation roofslope; 

5LS 2016/00848/FUL rendering of the external walls and the 

Erection of a rear extension at second chimney stacks; refurbishment to 
floor level, on top of the existing back external windows; associated internal 
addition. and external alterations. 



lbhf.gov.uk/ 

nning 

Online 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 


Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 



Call: 


0208 768 4919 


Fax: 


0208 776 8863 


Email: 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Media Sales Executives - 
Field and Telephone Sales 


The South London Press, Mercury and London Weekly News are 
looking for Media Sales Executives. We need new team members 
to join our existing sales force to sell advertising solutions to 
businesses right across London. 

Our titles cover South West/East London, Central London and 
West London along with associated websites. We are looking for 
exceptional people to join our team at our offices based in Penge 
SE20. 

The roles are varied but the constant will be to service existing 
customers and grow our business by building good, solid 
relationships with business owners by helping them to make the 
right decision when putting together their advertising schedules. 

To be successful you will need to have a flexible approach, be 
innovative and creative, you must be able to work well under 
pressure and have a very strong will to succeed in what is an 
extremely competitive industry. 

A proven sales background in publishing is preferred, however we 
are also interested to talk to people who are highly motivated and 
keen to learn. 

The Offer: 

Basic salary 

Bonus structure (paid monthly) 

Opportunity to earn additional commission through special 
publications 

5 weeks holiday per annum 

Pension scheme (after qualifying period) 

Fully expensed company car (Field Sales positions only) 
On-going training 

If you would like to know more, please contact Karen McLean 
by email at karen.mclean@slp.co.uk - I look forward to hearing 
from you. 




CAPITAL 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd 

Yeoman House, 6th Floor, 

63 Croydon Road, 

Penge SE20 7TS 


Book-keeper 

PENGE 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd is the parent 
company of some of London’s oldest local 
newspapers, South London Press, The Mercury 
series and London Weekly News series based in 
South London and we are also Pulmans View 
From series in Dorset. 

Due to a recent change of ownership and 
re-organisation, the Penge office is looking for 
a Book-keeper. 

The successful candidate will be an all-round 
accounting person who can deal with the 
Purchase Ledger, the Credit Control and Sales 
Ledger as well as other sundry accounting 
functions. 

Along with the relevant qualifications to do this 
job, the successful applicant will have an 
excellent work ethic, able to work to deadlines, 
prioritise work load during busy times and roll up 
sleeves to help during quiet periods. 

Contact Karen Sheppard 
Tel: 020 8768 4903 
Email: karen@slp.co.uk 


C\IN 


CAPITAL 


Capital Media Newspapers Ltd 

Yeoman House, 6th Floor, 

63 Croydon Road, 

Penge SE20 7TS 


v Learning 

city Support Assistants 

City Heights E-ACT Academy is a newly-established 
11-18 secondary academy in Tulse Hill. 

It is part of the E-ACT Multi-Academy Trust and also has strong ties to the 
Lambeth education family. 


We are looking to increase our team of Learning Support Assistants for 
September 2016. 


We welcome applications from both experienced LSAs as well as those with 
Autistic experience to work with our ASD students. 


There will be a Recruitment Fair on Saturday 12th March from 
10.30am-12.30pm when you will have the opportunity to look around the 
academy and meet the Principal and 
Assistant Principal (inclusion). 

If you would like to apply please visit 
our website at 

www.cityheightse-actacademy.org 

or for further information please email 
Ollie at work@chea.org.uk 
Closing date: 22nd March 2016 




\ , ST CHARLES 

CATHOLIC SIXTH 
FORM COLLEGE 


St. Charles Catholic Sixth Form College is a highly 
successful beacon sixth form college situated in 
North Kensington. It provides for over 1 000 16-19 
year old full-time students following a range of 
courses from Foundation to Advanced level. 
'Outstanding' grade awarded in OFSTED 
inspection - October 2007 

Security/Site 
Care Assistant 


C. £19,000 - 21,000 per annum, dependent 
on skills and experience 

Full-time position required from April 2016 
Application packs and further information can 
be obtained from the Principal's P.A., Mrs Debbie 
O'Sullivan. Alternatively, you can download an 
application form and further information from 
our website at www.stcharles.ac.uk. 



www.stcharles.ac.uk 


Closing date: Friday, 18th March 2016. 
Interview date: w/c 21st March 2016. 

St Charles Catholic Sixth Form College 
St Charles Square, London W10 6EY 
Tel: 020 8968 7755 • Fax: 020 8968 1061 
Email: dse@stcharles.ac.uk 



Chestnut Grove Academy 


45 Chestnut Grove, Baiham, London SW12 8JZ 
Headteacher: Christian Kingsley MA, MSc, NPQH 

Ofsted 2008 ‘an Outstanding school’ 


Required asap 

SENIOR EXAM INVIGILATOR 

(Scale SOI pt 29 - £15.36 per hour) 

EXAM INVIGILATORS & EXAM SUPPORT 

(Scale 3 pt 14 - £10.46 per hour) 


We are looking to recruit honest, trustworthy and reliable 
individuals with excellent communication skills and a high 
standard of written and spoken English to help supervise our 
public examinations this summer (May to July). 

Candidates need to be flexible as to the exact hours and days. 
For the exam support role you will be supporting SEN and EAL 
students in their GCSE exams. 


Relevant experience is required for the senior post & is 
desirable for the other roles. A minimum GCSE grade C in 
English and Maths. 

Further information and an application pack is available from 
the school's website: www.chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk 
or by contacting Sheila Payen on 02086738737. 

CLOSING DATE: Wednesday 16 th March, 2016 at noon 
INTERVIEWS: Week Commencing 21 st March, 2016 

ALL POSTS SUBJECT TO DBS CHECKS. 

Chestnut Grove is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expect all staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. 


www.chestnutgrove.wandsworth.sch.uk 



acacia 

learning 


part of the Seihurst Consulting Group 


Acacia Learning Ltd, based in Forest Hill, 
currently have a vacancy for 


two Sales and Marketing 
Co-Ordinators 


Please visit www.acacialearning.co.uk (visible on News 
& Events page) for more information and email your CV 
and a covering letter identifying how you are suitable 
for this role to admin@acacialearning.co.uk by 5pm 
Monday 14th March with the email subject ‘Sales and 
Marketing Co-Ordinator’! 



CLEANER 

REQUIRED 

For 4 hours per week 
for local Company in 
Penge SE20 
Please call 
020 8778 6900 


NURSERY NURSE, 
ASSISTANT & 
PLAYWORKER 
REQUIRED 

Lvl 3, Pay negotiable 
To start ASAP 
Call: 020 8674 8678 
07958 346 058 
or send CV's to 
info@lilvskidsklub.co.uk 



Starring 'RoIca 

at our AiteA acrcm igndon and Mirrounding arem 


REGISTERED MENIAL REAEIR NURSES 


Vpen 

Day 

The Dene, 

Little Shepherds, 

Hassocks BN6 9LE 
18th March - 8am - 8pm 
& 19th March -10am - 2pm. 


Are you looking to develop a long and successful career with 
a growing organisation that cares about you? 

Our benefits include: • Great salary • Deposit free car scheme* 

• Contributory Pension • Private medical insurance 
• 33 days annual leave • Career development • Childcare vouchers 
• Relocation allowance* • Free meals on duty* 

With over 70 locations in the UK and more due to open in 2016, 
there’s never been a better time to join us. 

For more information visit: www.piccareers.co.uk, 
email: recruitment@partnershipsincare.co.uk 
or call: 020 8327 1834. 


Alternatively, if you are unable to 

attend the open day call us on 

01444 231 000 to arrange an appointment. 


* Depending on location. 


Partnerships in Care 


OUT OF 
WORK? 


Join Job Seekers Club 
57-59 Trinity Road 
SW17 7SD 


Ring Walter: 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 


ESTIMATOR 

For local building 
Company based in 
Penge SE20 
Salary negotiable 
Send CV to 
Mick@wcevans.co.uk 
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LONDON WEEKLY NEWS 


Rangers in need of 
derby day delight 


T HERE will be little more than 

bragging rights at stake when Queens 
Park Rangers and nearest rivals 
Brentford meet at Loftus Road in a mid¬ 
table Championship battle on Saturday. 


LOFTUS ROAD 
: RANGERS REVIEW 

^ With Tony McDonald 


Hopes by fans of both 
west London clubs that 
they would compete for 
a play-off place have 
now been extinguished. 
The teams are deeply 
entrenched in mid-table 
mediocrity - R’s two 
places and one point 
above the Bees before 
the midweek games that 
precede this Shepherd’s 
Bush showdown. 

For Rangers, it’s 
another chance to end an 
extraordinarily abysmal 
record in London 
derbies. Before this 
season’s failure to win 
any of their last four 
capital clashes, Hoops 
had managed only 17 
wins in 70 derbies with 
eight London clubs 


since the Premier 
League was formed in 
1992. Only Crystal 
Palace have a worse top 
flight derby record in 
that period. 

For Brentford, this is 
an opportunity to 
complete a rare league 
double over their closest 
neighbours following 
their 1-0 win over Chris 
Ramsey’s men at Griffin 
Park last October - their 
first competitive victory 
against them in 50 
years. 

Owe fans 

Having already been 
battered home and away 
by Fulham (an 
aggregate loss of 7-1), 
and gone down 2-0 at 


Charlton on the opening 
day of the season, QPR 
owe their long-suffering 
fans a good performance 
on Saturday. 

Anything less than 
three points will be 
unacceptable against a 
Brentford side on a 
wretched run of only one 
win in their last seven 
matches - the worst form 
of any Championship 
club. They lost at home 
to second-bottom 
Charlton on Saturday, 
having slumped to defeat 
at third-from-bottom 
Rotherham in their 
previous outing. 

But QPR have not 
managed two consecutive 
league wins since they 
saw off Leeds United and 
Reading before the 
Christmas decorations 
went up on December 3, 
and last Saturday’s 2-0 
defeat at lowly Milton 
Keynes Dons scuppered 
hopes of building upon 
their previous weekend’s 
home win against 
Birmingham City by the 
same margin. 

A more encouraging 
stat for Rangers 
followers to cling to is 
that they have lost only 
two of their last 10 
league games, although 
manager Jimmy Floyd 
Hasselbaink took no 
crumbs of comfort from 
losing to the team just 
one place above the 
relegation zone. MK 
Dons, without a win in 
four games, were the 
better side after the break 
and won thanks to goals 
from Dean Lewington 
(49 mins) and a Ben 
Reeves penalty in 
stoppage time. 

Hasselbaink said: “The 
first half was OK, we had 
control. But then the 
second half wasn’t good. 
It was not us - it’s not 


how we’ve been doing 
things, especially 
during the last few 
weeks. 

“It wasn’t how we’ve 
defended, and how 
we’ve played. It was 
without intensity, 
without ideas and 
without commitment. 

“We never came out 
of the blocks in the 
second half. We just 
never got started. We 
never did the things 
that we are good at. 

“We lost the second 
balls, and they played 
off them. We didn’t 
anticipate.” 

The scoreline could 
have been worse for the 
visitors had keeper 
Alex Smithies not 
saved MK Dons’ first 
penalty, taken by Josh 
Murphy, diving low to 
his left. 

Hasselbaink refused 
to make excuses 
following the enforced 
substitution of defender 
Grant Hall, who 
suffered a foot injury. 

Change things 

“We don’t know yet 
(about the extent of 
Grant’s injury) but we 
will have a look,” he 
explained. “Hopefully 
it’s not too bad. 

“I had to change 
things - that’s just how 
it is. But that’s not an 
excuse. We’ve got 


enough experience in 
our team to know that 
we have to play with 
desire, with a will. 

“In the second half, 
we didn’t play at our 
usual tempo. We played 
very slow. And when 
you play slow, you 
have a problem.” 

Ahead of tonight’s 
(Tues) home game 
against Derby County, 
Hasselbaink added: 

“We cannot be up and 
down. We have to be 
consistent.” 

I began this week’s 
column by talking of 
the ‘bragging rights’ at 
stake when Brentford 
make the five-mile trip 
to Loftus Road on 
Saturday. That may be 
true for younger fans in 
desperate search of a 
rare ray of sunlight 
amid a largely gloomy 
winter. 

But die-hard Hoops 
who are much longer in 
the tooth can still recall 
golden days when there 
was genuine cause for 
rejoicing. Perhaps they 
won’t thank me for 
reminding them that, 40 
years ago this week, a 
4-1 home thumping of 
Coventry City 
propelled QPR to the 
top of the old first 
division! 

Now that really was 
something to boast 
about. 



■ SAVING grace: Alex Smithies saved one of two MK 
Dons penalties Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Saturday, March 12 

FULHAM v Bristol City, 3.00 

QPR v Brentford, 3.00 

Everton v CHELSEA (FAC Q/F), 5.30 


Blues linked with Pochettino 


I TALIAN national 
coach Antonio 
Conte is all but a 
done deal as the next 
permanent Chelsea 
manager - he is 
expected to meet with 
owner Roman 

Abramovich in 

Monaco this week to 
finalise terms. 

But Blues’ director of 
football Michael 

Emenalo is believed to 
be sounding out 
Tottenham Hotspur’s 
coach Mauricio 

Pochettino as a possible 
replacement for Guus 


Hiddink should Conte 
opt for a new challenge 
elsewhere when his stint 
as national coach ends 
after the Euro 2016 
championships are over. 

It would be a 
remarkable, if somewhat 
expensive, coup for 
Abramovich. Spurs’ 
chairman Daniel Levy 
would demand 

substantial financial 
compensation for the 
loss of the Argentine, 
who has transformed the 
north London club into 
title contenders. 

In another bizarre 


twist that only the likes 
of Emenalo could 
conjure up, there is also 
the prospect of re¬ 
signing Romelu Lukaku 
from Everton. 

The Belgium was 
signed by Chelsea for 
£18million from 

Anderlecht in 2011 but 
farmed out to West 
Bromwich Albion and 
Everton before the 
Toffeemen splashed out 
£28m to take him to 
Goodison, where he has 
become something of a 
cult hero. 

Now Emenalo is 


staking his already 
fragile reputation on 
bringing the 22-year- 
old striker back to SW6 
for the thick end of 
£5 6m. 

It would be a 
significant and 

expensive admission of 
guilt by the hierarchy at 
Stamford Bridge but 
also a signal to 
Chelsea’s youngsters 
that if they don’t make 
the grade first time out, 
there is still the outside 
chance of a successful 
career in this part of 
west London. 


■ CHELSEA’S FA 
Youth Cup semi-final, 
first leg has had a time 
change. 

The cup holders’ 
match against 

Blackburn Rovers will 
now take place at 
Ewood Park on Friday, 
March 18 at 7.45pm, 
rather than the original 
7.00 kick-off. 

Tickets cost £5 for 
adults and £1 for 
concessions. 

A date for the return 
leg at Stamford Bridge 
has yet to be set. 

Paul Lagan 



■ BY GEORGE! Fulham legend George Cohen takes on George Best during a first 
division match against Manchester United at Craven Cottage in the mid-60s. 

Statue to honour 
World Cup legend 


F ULHAM fans have been 
invited to help fund a new 
statue in honour of World 
Cup-winning defender George 
Cohen. 

Kensington-born Cohen spent his 
whole career with Whites, making 
459 appearances between 1956 and 
1969. 

The great George Best - who 
enjoyed a spell with Fulham later in 
his illustrious career - once 
described Cohen as "the best full¬ 
back I ever played against." 

His 37 full international caps, 
earned between 1964 and 1967, 
included every game of the glorious 
1966 World Cup tournament. 

Former right-back Cohen, 76, had 
to wait until 2000 to be awarded the 
MBE in the New Year's Honours, 
along with four of his Wembley 
team-mates from that epic final 
against West Germany. 

Now, 50 years on from his most 
celebrated achievement, the man 
who is arguably England's greatest- 
ever right-back will be immortalised 
in bronze at Craven Cottage when 
his statue is erected in October of 
this year. 

Fulham FC has commissioned 
sculptor Douglas Jennings to create 
a statue of Cohen, who has for many 
years been a fantastic ambassador 
for the club's work in the community. 

He remains a host of his own 
George Cohen Lounge on match 
days at The Cottage, where he 
delights visitors with anecdotes and 
tales of his former playing days along 
with insightful analysis of the club's 
most recent performances. 

As part of the fundraising process, 
two initiatives in his name will be 
launched with the aim of improving 
men's health through local dementia 
care and health preventative 
programmes. 

The statue and the dementia and 


men's health programmes managed 
by the club's Foundation will require 
significant funding. Fulham 
chairman Shahid Khan has pledged 
to match every single pound raised 
to ensure that not only the statue is 
erected, but that the Foundation can 
deliver initiatives supporting 
George's chosen cause. 

"George Cohen and Craven 
Cottage are each at the heart of the 
history and tradition of Fulham 
Football Club," Khan said. "Mr Cohen 
continues to inspire us at Fulham, as 
well as everyone who loves the 
game of football in England. 

"It's only appropriate that Mr 
Cohen be celebrated and honoured 
here at Craven Cottage by the club 
as well as our fans who can take part 
in the effort to recognise a legendary 
member of the Fulham family and 
make a difference in the good causes 
that Mr Cohen supports." 

Fans worldwide will also be given 
the opportunity to contribute in a 
multitude of different ways, 
including a personal engraving on a 
brass plaque that will adorn the 
stone plinth on which the statue will 
stand, along with 'money-can't-buy 
experiences'involving the Fulham 
team. 

Bob Howes, chairman of the 
supporter-led group that proposed 
the statue to Fulham earlier this year, 
said: "We're delighted that this 
honour is being paid to George 
Cohen MBE, a true gentleman who 
has given so much to the supporters 
of Fulham, England and the world of 
football. Our committee are fully 
committed and would like to invite 
all supporters to join us in funding 
this exciting project." 

Fulham already have a statue of 
former Fulham and England inside- 
forward Johnny Haynes outside 
Craven Cottage, which was unveiled 
in 2008. 
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Crunch week 



for Chelsea 


J DIEGO Costa is expected back after being rested for the Stoke game Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


T HIS is a week like no other for 
Chelsea as their season hangs by a 
thread. 

Mid-table mediocrity is the best the Premier League 
champions can hope for following a 1-1 draw at home 
to Stoke City that leaves them in 10th place, 10 points 
adrift of the top four. 

At Stamford Bridge tomorrow (Weds) Blues must 
overcome a 2-1 deficit against Paris Saint-Germain to 
progress in the Champions League. 


# By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


if he is handed the left-back berth. The Ghana defender 
was ruthlessly hauled off at half-time by Guus Hiddink 
in the recent win at Southampton and was dropped for 
winger Kenedy in the 2-1 victory at Carrow Road 
against relegation-haunted Norwich City last Tuesday. 
Although a minor injury to Kenedy saw him recalled 
Then on Saturday evening they face the daunting to the side for the draw with Stoke > he had another 


prospect of an FA Cup quarter-final trip to Goodison f rau ght match. 
Park, where they were well beaten, 3-1, by Everton in 
the league last September. 

A 1-0 win against the much-fancied French side is 
all that’s needed for Blues to reach the quarter-final of 
Europe’s elite club competition. 

But PSG’s hungry strike-force of Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic, Edison Cavani and Angel Di Maria will 
surely look at Chelsea’s current weakened back four 
and feel they will simply be too strong for them. 


It will be a daunting prospect for out-of-sorts Baba not lost on Hiddink. 


Same defence 

With no sign of a return for the injured John Terry, 
which would allow Branislav Ivanovic to revert to 
right-back and Cesar Azpilicueta to take Baba’s place, 
it looks like the same defence that conceded a late 
equaliser to the Potters will face PSG, too. 

Meanwhile, PSG decided to rest half their first team 
for their 0-0 draw against Montpellier, a tactic that was 



He said: “PSG played 
with only half their normal 
team at the weekend to 
prepare for the match 
against us. 

“They have a very broad 
squad. If you see their 
beautiful bench with a lot 
of first 11 players, then 

they have the luxury to rest a lot of them. That might 
be an advantage, but we won't use it as an excuse.” 

One Chelsea player missing from Saturday’s Stoke 
match was Diego Costa. The Brazil-bom Spain striker 
is in a rich vein of form, scoring for fun and was much 
missed. 

Hiddink revealed he had a slight tendon problem and 
was not risked. 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


left-foot drive from 20 yards to open the scoring six 
minutes before the break. 

Hiddink said of the 20-year-old from Burkina Faso: 
“In Traore you can see in parts of the game that he has 
the quality. He has shown that already. But it’s a little 
bit different when you start the game at Stamford 
Bridge. 

“The young players also have to get control and 
Costa watched the first half behind the dugout with dominate their nerves. And you could see that in the 
his colleagues, but got bored and ended up watching beginning. 


the second period with the Chelsea fans in The Shed. 

Hiddink said of his No.l striker: “Diego Costa had a 
little problem on a tendon but that is why I decided not 
to risk worsening the situation. But I think he will be 
OK for Wednesday.” 

Bertrand Traore was offered his first start at 
Stamford Bridge and despite performing poorly, 
managed to notch a spectacular goal with a rasping 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Paying the penalty again 


P ENALTIES could decide Saturday's vital 
match at Craven Cottage between 
Fulham and fellow strugglers Bristol 

City. 

Ahead of the midweek games played after 
LWN went to press, the two teams were locked 
together at the wrong end of the table on 37 
points apiece. Whites held 19th position, one 
above City, thanks to their far superior goals 
tally. 

Intriguingly, Fulham have had more penalties 
awarded against them - 10 - than any other 
Championship team this season, while the 
Cherries have the next worst record (shared 
with QPR) of six pens conceded. 

On Saturday, Ross McCormack got Fulham out 
of another spot of bother when he converted 
from 12 yards in the 52nd minute to earn 
Whites a 2-2 draw at Reading. 

It was McCormack's third successful penalty of 
the season and his 17th goal of the league 
campaign keeps him in touch with the second 
tier's leading scorer, Burnley's Andre Gray - 
whose pen to beat Blackburn Rovers sent his 
team to the top of the table - on 21. 
McCormack's coolly taken penalty into the 


bottom corner of the net, having sent Reading 
keeper Al Habsi the wrong way, was only worth 
one point instead of three, because Fulham had 
gifted their latest penalty to the opposition 
earlier in proceedings. 

In an end-to-end encounter, Moussa Dembele 
put Whites in front with a volley from six yards 
but Hal Robson-Kanu levelled from the spot 
after he was needlessly fouled by Fernando 
Amorebieta. Robson-Kanu headed the hosts in 
front four minutes before half-time, before 
McCormack again saved the day. 

Unnecessary mistakes 

Unlike most pro managers who shamelessly 
offer embarrassing excuses for the ill-judged 
actions of their players, Fulham head coach 
Slavisa Jokanovic had no complaints about the 
penalty awarded against his side after 
Amorebieta's reckless challenge. 

He said: "We opened the game very well but 
then made some unnecessary mistakes. We 
showed some character in the second half but 
we need to be more solid. In the last 15 minutes 
they pushed us." 


The Serb was, however, pleased that his 
players produced the right response following 
their previous outing, the 2-0 home defeat by 
Middlesbrough. 

"Against Middlesbrough we didn't believe we 
could change the situation. Today we tried to 
do that. That is what I expect. 

"We dominated the beginning of the game, 
created chances but weren't clinical enough. I 
don't remember them having chances in the 
first half but they scored two goals. If you need 
to score three goals to win, it's complicated." 

With teams below Fulham picking up wins, 
leaving them just five points above the 
relegation zone, the draw at Reading could 
prove important. Jokanovic added: "If you 
cannot win three points, it's better to take one. 
In front of me is a very important job. I know I 
will find difficulty in this job but I'm here to fix 
the problem." 

Before bidding to complete a league double 
over Bristol City on Saturday (Whites hammered 
them 4-1 at Ashton Gate last October), Fulham 
face Burnley at Craven Cottage tonight (Tues). 

■ More FULHAM on page 27 


“But he showed with the goal that he has the capacity 
to do a lot.” 

Asked if he was ahead of Loic Remy and Pato as the 
man to stand in for Costa when needed, Hiddink gave 
a diplomatic answer: “All the strikers compete among 
themselves. We have some strikers now who compete 
in a healthy way. If they can show what they can do in 
training, then it will be rewarded.” 

Hiddink has conceded that a top four finish, already 
very unlikely before the Stoke match, is now out of 
reach after dropping two more points. 

“I think getting into the top four now is almost 
impossible, especially when other teams are also 
knocking on that door - such as West Ham (the next 
league visitors to SW6 on Saturday week), with their 
3-2 win at Everton. It’s very respectful that they are 
knocking on that door as well. 

“But, as I have said before, we have to win all our 
remaining games. We know where we were in 
December - one point off the relegation zone. 
Amazingly, we got safe in a relatively short period of 
time. But also, going into the middle of the table is 
normally not good enough by Chelsea’s standards. 

“But we can go into a beautiful March and April and 
I am referring to the upcoming Champions League and 
FA Cup matches against PSG and Everton 
respectively.” 

It was, of course, during Hiddink’s last spell at the 
helm that Chelsea beat Everton to win the 2009 FA 
Cup final. 

Of the Stoke fixture which ended a three-match 
winning sequence, although not his team’s run of 12 
without defeat in the league, Hiddink added: “We are 
frustrated, as we conceded a late goal. You can say that 
we started a bit sloppy in the first half and after 15/20 
minutes we got more energetic and composure. We 
scored a beautiful goal through Bertrand Traore. 

“In the second half, I think there was one key 
moment when we did not get the reward of a penalty 
for the foul on Oscar. It was a clear penalty. I’m not 
often saying this, but it would have been given as a 
freekick had it been outside the penalty area. 

“But we must not say that Stoke were not pushing 
us. They got encouraged by that let-off. They have 
very creative players in their attacking part of the team. 
So at the end I think it was a fair result.” 

■ More CHELSEA on page 27 
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